Niaca* wifi convene peace uttos iwtween tfce- Sudanese 
s ew rt oeni rebels aimed at e nding Sudan's eight -year crvii 
sakfTuesday. Celood Mohammad A1 Amin 
^^ ^bm ' ^ jptanoer ns Sod&n'f niik^iESes})' Jnant. vb quoted as saying 
-™ y. ™M«« Ibrahim Babangkja, chairman of tne O rga nisa ti o n 
w AgCT ff 'Up«y jQA U) . lad agreed » convene the tabu between the 
' ^? lw ? L J? V S ttn * cal - **“ Sud ane se People's Liberation Army 
Kbanfa. speaking to mnarten Monday after defieveriog a 
&?*%&. Babangida from S>nUa cse President Omar Hawaii Al 

yg®fw« sW.no date had yet been fixed for the talks. Col. Khalifa said 
S agbfcV government nd the SPLA were iq agreement on many issues. 
^ rttrVvjrng d i c^oe ed to preserve national unity, a federal system of 
--gmffiAent,- tj^wnporaoa oJ Sharia ha- only in areas with a Muslim 
- fflajanfy aad difeet xtetsioa of the president and caber key officials. He 
r^JSisagreQneu centred cm metiers of procedure. Col Khalifa said 
3*®*^Af*^ wodd be presented to Mr. Babangidfc for Sain aaowdera- 
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Palestinians seek Arab support 

TUNIS (AP) — The Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) cam- 
paigned Tuesday to talk Arab states into rejecting Israeli conditions on a 
Palestinian role in a Middle East peace conference. High-ranking 
Palestinian officials met with the ambassadors of Egypt and Jordan, key 
countries that have agreed to participate in the peace conference proposed 
by U.S. Secretary of State James Baker for October. Faroufc Kadoumi, 
head of the PLO’s Political Department, discussed "the international 
efforts deployed to this time to establish peace" with Ambassador Hayder 
Mahmoud of Jordan, the official Palestinian news agency WAFA 
reported. Hakim Baiawi. another senior PLO figure, met with Egyptian 
Ambassador Aii Maher Essayed. WAFA reported. Mr. Balawi and Mr. 
Essayed Spoke of a pending' visit by PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat to 
Cairo, and or "the necessity of h unified Arab position against the Israeli 
threat to make Jerusalem Jewish," WAFA said, brad has agreed to 
attend the peace conference only if the PLO has no rale and Palestinians 
from Arab East Jerusalem are excluded. The Palestinians reject the 
Conditions. 
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rneeafrom 
Kuwait 

AMMAN (Pefrti) — His Majesty 
Ung- Hussein Tuesday received 
at Queen Alia International Air- 
porta group of Jordanian expatri- 
ates -wbo returned from Kuwait. 
King Hussein was reassured on 
their conditions and issued his 
directives that all needed facilities 
be. provided to them. 

Turkish bank 
attacked in 
Dortmund 

FRANKFURT (AP) — A fire- 
bomb tossed into a Turkish bank 
in the industrial dry of Dortmund 
early Tuesday caused extensive 
damage, police said. There were 
no injuries. It was the third attack 
> against a Turkish bank in the 
industrial .Ruhr River area ami 
rf^North Rhine Westphalia State in 
week. Police said that unknown 
assailants broke a’ hole through 
I the . glass entrance of the bank in 

[ downtown Dortmund and tossed 
in the firebomb which exploded 
r in flames, badly damaging office 
( f u r ni t ure and computer consoles 
i in the ground floor office. Dam- 
d age from the attack was estimated 
i at about 100.000 marks 
t . ($60,000), police said. Police said 
■ r no one had claimed responsibility 

0 for the latest attack, but that 

1 political motives were possible. 
a Last month officials linked a sinri- 
i lar attack in the northern port city 
t of Bremen to the Turkish leftist 
z guerrilla group Dev SoL 

z 

[ U.S.: Deport on 

l armssales 

* ^misleading 

i WASHINGTON (AP) — • The 
? State Department has rejected us 
) misleading a report 1 asserting that 

a the United States has become the 
a chief aims supplier . to Third 
k Worid countries. The report by 
tk the CorigressK^ Researdi Ser- 

1 vice. reJeased-over the weekend, 

ti said U.S: irafitary exports totalled 
|« 528-5 billion last year* up $7.8 

t bilhorr fromliBS9.Tr sad Soviet 
id weapons sales declined to $12.1 
fa billion from 512-7 billion. State 
a Department press officer Cynthia 

Whinlesey said the report was 
founded on doUaxv.vahie compari- 
sons, which she called a mislead- 
ing index, “fn 'dollar terms, die 
largest share of U.S. military 
exports ape not for weapons but 
_. for construction. spare parts, and 
jj 4 ^“ppori," s^c said.' Ms. Whit- 

* tlesey 1 also noted that U.S. ex- 

* ports generiKy are more.expen- 
® rive because they are high teeb- 
jf notogy. Othd inajor exporters 

2 frequently subsidise their cost or 
^ engage inbartering' which bides 
*7 the actuaixorts of arms transfers, 
Be -she said: 

H 

* IraqlKurdteh leader 

* undergoes kidney 

^ ISTANBUL (Rj— Iraqi Kurdish 
^ leader iejal Tdabani had a suc- 
Z cessfed Im^nCT operation in Isuui- 
,te bul onT)i^day, the semi-official 
q* ^atofianriewxagcncy said. Offi- 
aals of. ite; Admiral Bristol 
a ^raoican HospitaJ said Mr. Tala- 
' bam was joa : satisfactory condi- 
^ bon after the removal of a kidney 

Stone . Mr.TaJabuni , leader of ffw- 
PatnotjcDrttbii of Kurtfisian, had 
talks wittr. ..Turkish officials in 
Ankara test week before being 


has badunedical examinations on 

^ ^ previous vKits lb Turkey. 

$ Briton returns home 

after l£years in 

J Saudi Arabia 

^ LONDON (AP) — A British 
brnW^ cowractor kept in Saudi 
u Arabia tor 25 years over a dispute 
commercial debts returned 
Ttieejay. tbe foreign office 
Noid&Nbrtbn, 59,- had not 
leave Saudi Ara- 

denied;' ^ Foreign Office 
: *Jtpokc«TOBBn atid. The' tfispute 
s^pBtyect Mr. Norton 
mvtived is to ' build three 
Jtjpyal p^acw,.^ the Press ^ Assoda- 
L i ,oa > .to* domestic British news 
refraried. Prime Minister 
tf v ,ohn Major-’ and Foreign Secret- 
irt ry. Douglas Hurd persmially 
ffJppeafcdto &BKfi King Fahd to 
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U.N. chief sees basis for 
prisoner-hostage exchange 


GENEVA (Agencies) — U.N. 
Seer ciary-Gencral Javier Perea 
de CucUur saw a basis Tuesday 
for an exchange of Middle East 
hostages and prisoners in a drama 
that had Isreaeh and Iranian en- 
voys shuttling back and forth to 
the region. 

The key appeared to be the 
fete of seven Israeli servicemen, 
missing in Lebanon, who could 
be the crucial factor for an ex- 
change in which some 400 Arabs 
held by Israel and 10 Western 
hostages held by groups in Leba- 
non would be freed. 

“If I could solve this problem 
almost everything would be 
solved, so 1 attach great, great 
importance to the whereabouts of 
the seven Israelis," Mr. Perez dc 
Cuellar told reporters. 

Asked if there was a basis for a 
swap, he told reporters: “I think 
so. We know more or less what 
each side wants, and now it is for 
me to bridge the gap." 

Israeli leaders huddled Tues- 
day to discuss their next move as 
international pressure increased 
for them to take steps to break 
the impasse. An unconfirmed Ira- 
nian news repon said Israel may 
soon release a Shiite cleric whose 
release is a top Arab demand. 

At stake is the Eate of 2! 
remaining Western hostages, the 
seven missing Israelis and of 
thousands of Arab prisoners 
whose freedom is sought worl- 
dwide by Islamic groups. 

The, kidnappers have freed 


three Western hostages — Briton 
John McCarthy. American Ed- 
ward Tracy and Frenchman 
Jerome Leyraud — aince Thurs- 
day. They say further releases 
depend on Israel. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar said he 
planned lu meet aguin Wednes- 
day with Israeli negotiators and 
said he hoped they would “come 
with a reaction to what we discus- 
sed” Sunday. 

"The initial reaction wai con- 
structive and I think we can huild 
on it. Perhaps in a few days we 
will see much dearer.” he' said. 

Mr. Perezd de Cuellar said the 
two sides are "not that far apart. 
It is not an ocean. I would say it is 
a river.” 

Iran's official news agency re- 
ported that Israel planned to re- 
lease kidnapped Shiite Muslim 
cleric Sheikh Abdul Karim 
Obeid, possibly by as curly as 
Saturday. The release of Sheikh 
Obeid. who was seized by Israeli 
agents two years ago. has been a 
key demand of Lebanese groups 
holding Western hostages. 

The Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRN’A ) report on Sheikh 
Obeid was based on “an in- 
formed Muslim source” and 
could not be independently con- 
firmed. Israeli defence ministry 
spokesman Dan Naveh denied 
the report. 

Israel's top adviser on Leba- 
non, Uri Lubrani, and a foreign 
ministry deputy director, Yoha- 
nun Bein, came to Geneva during 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Arab eco- 
nomy ministers will discuss an 
Irwp request to work for the 
lifting of U.N. sanctions and re- 
lease of Baghdad's assets abroad 
when they meet in Cairo next 
moinb, a senior Arab League 
official said Tuesday. 

“The agenda includes ... an 
Iraqi item on lifting the economic 
blockade imposed on Iraq and 
the r el eas e of frozen Iraqi funds 
to a number of Arab and foreign 
banks," the league's assistant 
secretary-general. Yousef Na’me- 
toUah, {old reporters. 

The U.N. Security Council has 
said it would lift sanctions it 
imposed on Iraq following last 
year's invasion of Kuweit only 
after Iraq complied fully with 
Gulf war ceasefire resolutions in- 
cluding scrapping its weapons of 
m 3 -* 1 * destruction. 

The Iraqi proposal to the 21- 
member Arab League follows 
Baghdad's failed attempts at a 
conference of Islamic countries in 
Istanbul last week to get Muslim 
support to end the international 
economic blockade. 

Most Arab foreign ministers 
who attended the Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference (OIC) 
meeting voted against the Iraqi 
motions. 

The Arab League's Economic 
and Social Council will hold its 
first meeting since the Pan-Arab 
organisation moved back to its 
Cairo headquarters from Tunis in 
January. 

Iraq has stepped up its cam- 
paign against the year-old block- 
ade but left the door open to a 
compromise on a French 
sanctions-ea&ug proposal. 


The latest rejection, which 
dominated the front pages of the 
stage-run press Tuesday, de- 
nounced the French plan as an 
attempt to impose a colonial 
mandate on Iraq. 

But diplomats predict that de- 
spite the rhetoric, Iraq will even- 
tually come round to the plan in 
one form or another. 

“They have no choice. Thai's 
why I think some flexible 
approach will be found,'* one 
dijdomat said. 

"To reject the resolution com- 
pletely means they will be dep- 
rived completely of international 
resources." 

Iraq, arguing that the sanctions 
should have been lifted the mo- 
ment its forces left Kuwait at the 
end of February, has asked to sell 
oil to raise money for food and 
medicines. 

But it has repeatedly rejected 
the French proposal as an un- 
acceptable infringement of its 
sovereignty. 

The proposal calls for money 
from any oil sales to be paid into 
a fund controlled by the U.N., 
which will also oversee distribu- 
tion of food. 

The latest Foreign Ministry 
statement, issued Monday, dis- 
missed the plan as a covert 
attempt to topple the govern- 
ment. 

The proposal was "designed to 
use the economic weapon as a 
means to install a pro-imperialism 
and Zionist regime in Iraq to 
replace the present progressive 
and nationalist system in the 
country.” it said. 

But Iraq has been careful to 
leave the door open to some sort 


of compromise. The Foreign 
Ministry made a point of saying it 
rejected “die two versions” so far 
proposed by the French. 

Iraq has made its own propos- 
als, such as selling oil to the five 
permanent members of the 
Security Council — the United 
States, the Soviet Union, Britain. 
France and China — who would 
in turn sell it food, medicine and 
other humanitarian supplies. 

The army newspaper Al Qadis- 
siya joined the debate Tuesday, 
describing the proposal as an 
attempt “to drive a wedge be- 
tween the people and its historic- 
al leadership represented by Sad- 
dam Hussein.” 

The English-language Baghdad 
Observer said the French propos- 
al turned the U.N. sanctions com- 
mittee into “an occupation body 
handling the day-to-day affairs of 
an independent and sovereign 
U.N. member state.” 

Ordinary Iraqis, many of 
whom privately opposed the war 
over Kuwait, feel personally 
targeted by the sanctions. 

The suprising lack of hostility 
towards the United States and 
President George Bush in the 
immediate aftermath of the war 
has given way to suspicion and 
resentment. 

Prices on the open market, 
where Iraqis have to shop to 
supplement government rations, 
continue to rise. Meat now costs 
16 dinars a kg (eight dinars a 
pound) — one tenth of the aver- 
age monthly salary and 30 per 
cent more than two months ago. 

Diplomats meanwhile recall 

(Coatimicd <hi page 5) 


Second-highest alert at 
New York nuclear plant 


the weekend to discuss the hos- 
tage issue with Mr. Perez dc 
Cuellar. 

The kidnappers said in an open 
letter to Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
that freedom for the remaining 
Western hostage* in Lebanon 
hinges on the freedom of unspeci- 
fied detainees worldwide — in- 
cluding Sheikh Obeid. 

The leticr did not mention the 
seven missing Israelis, some of 
whom have been missing since 
1982. Israel has said it is prepared 
to negotiate only if it obtain* 
information on it* mm. 

The Times of London reported 
Tuesday that sources in the pro- 
Iranian group H izba Hah claimed 
Monday to hold two of the mis- 
sing Israelis. The report, which 
could not be confirmed indepen- 
dently. said the group was willing 
to swap the men for Arabs held in 
Israel 

The newspaper quoted the 
sources as saying one missing 
Israeli was being held by the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion | PLO). The sources told the 
Time* the four other Israelis arc 
believed to be dead, and their 
remains are held hy Palestinian 
groups. 

Mr. Lubrani and Mr. Bein dis- 
cussed the hostage issue Tuesday 
with Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir and other Israeli leaders. 
Israel Radio said would take up a 
recommendation to authorise 

(Continued on page 5) r > 


OSWEGO, New York — A nuc- 
lear power plant’s control room 
warning system lost power T ues- 
day and utility officials, declared a 
site area emergency, the second- 
highest level of urgency under 
federal guidelines. 

No radiation was released from 
unit 2 at Nine Mile Point, said 
Niagara Mohawk Power Cor- 
poration spokesman Bob Wells. 
No evacuations of plant workers 
or resident* were required, he 
said. 

Niagara Mohawk Power Cor- 
poration. uperator* of the plant, 
declared the emergency at b.a.m. 
(1000 GMT) because of a loss oi 
power in control room annun- 
ciators. a system that alerts oper- 
ators to abnormalities in the reac- 
tor, Wells said. 

The three-year-old, 1,080- 
megawati plant then was manual- 
ly shut down, he said. 

Power was restored to the annun- 
ciators by 8:30 a.m. (1230 GMT) 
and operators checked the system 
while reducing the temperature 
and pressure inside the reactor, a 


normal procedure. Mr. Wells 
said. 

Preliminary indications were 
that one of the plant's three 
outside transformers malfunc- 
tioned and overheated, causing 
the power loss, utility officials 
said. 

Nuclear Reguiatory Commis- 
sion fNRC) spokesman Frank 
Ingram said in Washington that 
the reactor will go into cold shut- 
down. 

"We are sending a team up to 
the site today to sec why it hap- 
pened." Mr. Ingram said. 

Mr. Wells said it was too early 
to tell how long the plant would 
remain shut down, but he said the 
emergency declaration was more 
of a procedural requirement than 
a true emergency. 

NRC spokesman John Kopek 
said the declaration involves 
"actual or likely major failure of 
plant function" and the failure of 
the annunciators is one of the 
conditions that sets off the 

(Continued on page 5> 


U.S. officials head 
for home from Israel 


Israeli-allied militiamen 
shell Lebanese villages 


League ministers to discuss 
lifting of sanctions against Iraq 


TYRE, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
■'Israeli* backed gunners retaliating 
for guerrilla attacks that killed a 
policeman, shelled three villages 
in Sourh Lebanon Tuesday, 
wounding three people, security 
sources said. 

They said gunners of the South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia 
fired on the villages of Ita A I 
Jabal , Haddata and Barasheet at 
the tip of Israel’s self-styled 
“security zone” in South Leba- 
non. 

Three people were wounded in 
Haddata and houses were dam- 
aged by the shelling. 

Earlier, two bombs apparently 
targeting Israeli forces and the 
SLA killed a Lebanese policeman 
and wounded a civilian. 

The first bomb exploded a$ a 
Lebanese police patrol passed 
through the village of Kfar 
Houneh, three kilometres north 
of the "security zone.” A police- 
man died in the blast. 

The second bomb wounded a 


civilian in the village of Beit 
Yahoun, on the edge of the 
"security zone" and near the 
shelled villages. 

SLA gunmen detonated 
another bomb in Kfar Houneh. 

Fundamentalist security 
sources said the Islamic resistance 
— a coalition of resistance groups 
led by the pro-Iranian HizboUah 
(Party of God) — was behind the 
two blasts. 

The sources quoted the Islamic 
Resistance as saying its fighters 
detonated a bomb in Kfar 
Houneh as an SLA jeep passed, 
destroying the vehicle and 
wounding the crew. 

The sources added the Islamic 
Resistance also claimed its new 
detonated a bomb in an Israeli 
armoured personnel carrier in 
Beit Yahoun. 

Some 1,000 Israeli troops and 
the 3,500-strong SLA patrol the 
IS kilometres deep zone set up Ly 
the Jewish state in 19S5. 


Israeli police say bomb 
defused in Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Police said they 
defused a bomb planted in a gift 
store in central Jerusalem Tues- 
day. 

The explosives were stuffed 
into a piece of pipe and primed to 
explode, police said. 

The bomb was found in the 
store on Agrippas street, a com- 
mercial street in the heart of the 
Jewish sector of Jerusalem, police 
said. 

They said they were searching 
for a female suspect, apparently 
an Arab. 

A bomb disposal squad dis- 
armed the device and there were 
no casualties or damage, police 
said. 

New methods 

Israeli army chief Ehud Barak 
told a parliamentary committee 
Tuesday the army intends to turn 
over questioning of Palestinian 
detainees to the police and secret 
service following charges of tor- 
ture. 


His remarks, reported by mem- 
bers of (he foreign affairs and 
defence committee, followed an 
investigation into charges of mal- 
treatment of Palestinians de- 
tained in the 44- mo nth -old upris- 
ing against Israeli occupation. 

An Israeli human rights group 
had accused both the Shin Bet 
secret service and the army of 
torturing Palestinian detainees. 

The Shin Bet is usually re- 
sponsible for questioning Palesti- 
nian detainees . 

But Hebrew University crimi- 
nologist Stan Cohen, co-author of 
a booklet on Israeli maltreatment 
of Palestinian detainees, said sol- 
diers, particularly at Dahariya 
detention centre in the occupied 
West Bank, have also abused 
prisoners. 

Mr. Cohen, who co-authored 
the study with the authoritative 
Israeli Centre for Human Rights in 
the Occupied Territories, also 
known as B'tselem, welcomed 
the army's recommendation to 
prosecute soldiers . 


Unveiling of Iraqi cannon is closing chapter in supergun drama 


LONDON (R) — The discovery 
of a giant cannon at a secret 
installation in northern Iraq is 
one of the last chapters in a 
drama of espionage and intrigue 
which could have come straight 
out of the pages of popular fic- 
tion. 

Iraq unveiled the secret 
weapon, a gun with a barrel 
around 50 metres long, to experts 
from the United Nations over the 
weekend after saying it had been 
trying to build an even bigger 
"doomsday gun.” 

The U.N. team travelled to an 
isolated spot fit the northern 
mountains of Iraq to inspect the 
gun, which was described as 
“Assembled but not operation- 
al." The team is monitoring 
Iraq's compliance with the.U.N. 
terms of the Gulf war ceasefire 
which require Baghdad to declare 
its weapons of mass destruction. 


The cannon will now be des- 
troyed, putting an end to Iraq's 
immediate hopes of perfecting a 
doomsday weapon. 

“A fiction-writer couldn't have 
come up with a better story. 
Supergun has it all,” said Henry 
Dodds, editor of the specialist 
defence publication Jane's Intelli- 
gence Review. “But this is now 
die end, unless Iraq has another 
gun hidden somewhere." 

The gun was built as part of 
Iraq's ballistics programme “Pro- 
ject Babylon,” which was con- 
ceived by Canadian weapons ex- 
pert Gerald Bull, an artillery 
'specialist and arms dealer found 
murdered bt his Brussels flat in 
March last year. 

Mr. Bull was variously char- 
acterised as a mad inventor or a 
scientific genius. IBs kilters have 
never been caught but some re- 
ports have suggested they may 


have been Israeli agents on a 
mission to sabotage Iraq's super- 
gun programme. 

Weeks after his death, the su- 
pergun story broke when Britain 
impounded a set of steel pipes 
bound for Iraq saying they were 
parts for a gun which could 
bombard Israel and any other 
country in the Middle East. 

The gun would have been big- 
ger than any in the West's arsen- 
al, built on the same principle as 
the German cannon which were 
able to lob shells around 130 
kilometres during World War 1, 
but on a much larger scale. 

Iraq denied the charges ami 
said the cylinders, measuring 
more than a metre across, were 
ordinary pipes for the petroche- 
mical industry. 

It accused the government of. 
then Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher of making the whole 


story up to detract artention from 
its domestic problems. 

Another mysterious murder in 
Brussels last month, of former 
Deputy Prime Minister Andre 
Cools, has been linked to the 
supergun affair. 

Media reports say Mr. Cools, 
shot in the throat when he was 
about to get into a car with his 
mistress, was investigating claims 
Belgian officials had been in- 
volved in sending propellant for a 
supergun to Iraq. 

The actual cannon found in 
Iraq was probably “Baby Baby- 
lon," a prototype for the super- 
gun proper which would have 
been up to 100 metres long Mr. 
Dodd said. The cylinders im- 
pounded in Britain were meant 
for the full-sized gtm. 

Weapons experts say the gun 
shows Baghdad was making prog- 


ress with its plan but it posed little 
military threat. 

"I’m convinced it was just a 
test bed. Ibis gun rounds off the 
supergun story, it's not a sequel." 
Mr. Dodds said. 

The eventual supergun may 
have been intended to launch a 
spy satellite over Saudi Arabia 
rather than firing shells, he said. 

Donald Kerr, a British military 
analyst specialising in the Middle 
East, said Iraq was not really 
giving up very much in allowing 
the United Nations to dispose of 
the gun. 

“I view it more as dn interest- 
ing curiosity,’* he said. “It was 
still at an experimental stage and 
was not really worth the money 
spent on it." 

Disposing of the gun would be 
hardly more difficult than blow- 
ing up a factory chimney, he said. 


TEL A VTV (Agencies) — Three 
| U.S. officials sent to die Middle 
East to discuss the drafting of 
assurance* to Israel, Jordan and 
1 the Palestinians on proposed 
peace talks left Israel for 
Washington Tuesday, Israeli offi- 
cial* said. 

The team of State Department 
and National Security Council 
officials arrived in Israel last 
Wednesday and met senior Israeli 
officials following Secretary of 
State James Baker's sixth Middle 
East peace mission since the Gulf 
war. 

They also met two Palestinian 
leader* in the occupied territories 
Friday and held talks with Jorda- 
nian officials in Amman on Sun- 
day and Monday. 

On his (rip to Israel Mr. Baker 
succeeded in getting conditional 
Israeli agreement by the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir to attend a peace confer- 
ence to be held in October and 
co-sponsored by Washington and 
Moscow. 

Neither the Israelis nor the 
Palestinians would comment on 
what was accomplished in the 
talks. But sources on both sides 
said the U.S. officials were only 
authorised to listen to the two 
parties and convey information to 
Washington. 

The U.S. officials were Daniel 
Kurtzer. deputy assistant secret- 
ary of state for Near East affairs. 
Aaron Miller, a State Depart- 
ment policy planning staffer, and 
Edmund Hull of the National 
Security Council. 

The Jerusalem Post Tuesday 
quoted Israeli sources as saying 
that the thorniest point in the 
discussions was over Mr. Sha- 
mir’s demand that the Palestinian 
team of negotiators not include 
an Arab resident of East Jeru- 
salem. 

Palestinian leader Faisal Al 
Husseini said after he met the 
U.S. officials in the West Bank 
town of Ramallah last Friday the 
Palestinians would not accept 
Israel’s demand to exclude a rep- 
resentative from Jerusalem on 
the delegation. 

Palestinian sources said further 
meetings were expected with 
U.S. officials before October. 

In Damascus, a Palestinian 
leader called on Arab govern- 
ments Tuesday to boycott the 
projected peace conference if the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) is excluded from full 
participation. 

George Habash, the leader of 
the Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP). said he 
will raise this demand at the 
forthcoming meeting of the Pales- 


tine National Council (PNC). 

"The peace conference is being 
staged to solve the Palestinian 
problem, yet the Palestinians are 
being excluded from it." Dr. 
Habash said in an interview. 

"How is it possible to accept 
the American plan which says we, 
the PLO. iimpiy do not exist?" 
Dr. Habash asked. 

He added that he expected the 
PNC meeting in Tunis on Sept. 15 
would approve his demand for 
the Arab gov ernmems to boycott 
the peace conference. 

"The PLO is now calling on all 
the Arab states bordering Israel 
to form a united front. We want 
the Arab countries to say that the 
PLO has a right to have a special 
delegation, not a combined de- 
legation with Jordan, at the con- 
ference.’’ he said. 

“Israel wants to make peace 
with the Arab countries sur- 
rounding it and leave the Palesti- 
nian cause outside this peace. But 
this will be a temporary solution 
as Israel wiii have to reconsider it 
after one or two years as the 
intifada will continue." 

"It will become clear that with- 
out a solution of the Palestinian 
problem there will be no solution 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict in 
general." 

Dr. Habash reiterated that a 
settlement is impossible without 
the acceptance of the Palestinian 
demand for the establishment of 
an independent Palestinian state 
and the right of the Palestinian 
refugees to return. 

"As long as Palestinians re- 
main outside Palestine... there 
will be no peace." he added. 

He conceded that a peace con- 
ference "probably be held, but 
such a conference most probably 
will not succeed. 

“No matter what (U.S. Presi- 
dent George) Bush says or does 
there will be no success if the 
solution is not based on self- 
determination and an indepen- 
dent state." 

Dr. Habash said SO per cent of 
the Palestinian people support 
the PFLP approach which is also 
backed by other groups belonging 
to the PLO. PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat should resist pressure 
to accept a conference without 
full PLO participation, he added. 

'“We Palestinians are only six 
million and America is the 
strongest nation in the world," he 
said. 

“But despire this, without our 
self-determination, our return 
and a state of our own. there will 
be no peace. Not because we are 
stronger than America, but be- 
cause our cause is just." 


Morocco said to ban 
U.N. from W. Sahara 


RABAT (R) — Morocco is bar- 
ring from the Western Sahara 2 
United Nations mission assigned 
to supervise a referendum on the 
territory's future, a Moroccan 
government source said Tuesday. 

The vote, planned for next 
year, aims to end a 15-year war 
by Polisario guerrillas for inde- 
pendence in the former Spanish 
colony. Morocco, which controls 
mosr of the territory and laun- 
ched new military strikes last 
week, is unhappy with the way 
U.N. officials are drawing up the 
electoral roll. 

"MINURSO (the U.N. mis- 
sion) can not come until the 
electoral roll question is settled. " 
said an official Moroccan source 
who declined to be named. 

The Morocco-Polisario agree- 
ment to decide the mainly-desert 
territory's future by referendum 
may be in danger of unravelling. 

Moroccan Foreign Minister 
Abdeliatif Fiiali travelled to 
Geneva Tuesday to discuss the 
peace plan with the man who 
fathered it, Javier Perez de Cuel- 
lar. 

The U.N. secretary-general 
said after the 90-minute meeting: 
“I hope that there will be no 
military activity that could upset 
the process of the referendum...” 
He said be was still aiming for a 
formal ceasefire on Sept. 6. The 
Moroccan minister made no 
statement. 

The first of 2,800 MINURSO 
troops, police and officials were 
due in the Western Sahara last 
Friday. The Moroccan Commun- 
ist newspaper Al Bayan said 


Tuesday they would not now 
arrive before next Monday. 

An unofficial ceasefire had 
been in effect since November 
1989. 

Morocco, announced last week 
that its forces were conducting 
sweep* in "no-man's land” — the 
region east of a defensive wall 
built to shield the area it controls 
from guerrilla attacks — to clear 
it of guerrillas intending to dis- 
rupt the peace plan. 

Polisario accused the Moroc- 
can air force of bombing an oasis 
settlement near rhe Mauritanian 
border and renewing the war to 
keep the U.N. mission away. 

Neighbouring Algeria, a long- 
time supporter of Polisario whose 
improved relations with Rabat 
helped clear the path to the re- 
ferendum plan, has expressed 
“profound regret” over renewed 
fighting in the territory and urged 
all sides to act responsibly. 

Three Moroccan opposition 
parties which conferred with King 
Hassan Saturday denounced the 
peace plan Tuesday, saying “the 
return of the Saharan provinces 
to the motherland is final and a 
referendum on the issue has no 
raison d'etre.” 

The statement was signed by 
the Nationalist Istiqlal Party, the 
Socialist Union of People's 
Forces, and the leftist Organisa- 
tion of Popular Democratic Ac- 
tion. 

Spain ended its colonial rule in 
Western Sahara in 1976 without 
agreeing the territory's future 
with the inhabitants or pro- 
independence guerrillas. 




Turkish attacks not 
limited to PKK bases 


DIYANAH, Iraq (R) — The 
U.N. body coordinating relief 
work for Kurds in northern Iraq 
has advised aid workers to leave, 
areas attacked in cross-border 
raids by Turkish troops last week. 

Relief workers said civilian vil- 
lages were bombed by Turkish 
planes, casting doubt on goverh- 
ment assertions that its troops 
attacked only bases of. the separ- 
atist Kurdish Workers Party 
(PKK). 

Hagen buchle Otto, bead of the 
Sadiq district field office of the 
U.N. High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) in Diyanah, 
said he issued the advice Sunday 
morning after nearly a week of 
Turkish air and land attacks. 

Turkish military sources said 
the aerial attacks ended on Satur- 
day but ground forces were con- 
tinuing what they called mopping 
up operations. 

“Normally the UNHCR is not 
the first one to ran,” Mr. Otto 
told Reuters in Diyanah Monday. 
“But under the circumstances I 
think we are being prudent.” 
The UNHCR advised aidr 
workers to leave the valleys of ■ 
Merga Sur and Sidakan, near the 
intersection of-the Turkish, Ira- 
nian and Iraqi borders, where 
Iraqi Kurds and Western relief* 
workers say villages were attack- ' 
ed Monday, Wednesday and' 
Thursday last week. 

Hospital officials in Diyanah 
said the most serious attack killed 
12 and seriously wounded 15 in 
the village of Khera Zouk 
. Wednesday. 

They said 23 casualties had 
been brought to the hospital from 
various villages and six were still 
being treated. 

Asia Temo, 40, whose left leg 
was shattered by shrapnel in the 
attack on Khera Zouk, said three 
i urkish helicopters began circling 
the village of about 200 people 
shortly after breakfast Wednes- 
day morning. 

"At first we thought they were 
Americans who were going to 
drop food to us, so we waved to 
them. Then they started bombing 
us,” she said. 

Three of the children were 
wounded in the attack which she 
said lasted about 30 minutes. 

Relief workers who visited 
Khera Zouk' several hours after- 
the bombing said the village of 
tents and huts was burnt to the 
ground. They saw unexploded 
bombs, including duster bombs, 
lying nearby. 

Iraqi Kurds distance them- 
selves from the PKK’s seven-year 
campaign for an independent.' 
Kurdish state which has claimed 
some 3,200 lives. 

Western relief workers and 
Kurdish officials cast doubt on 
Turkish claims that the areas 
attacked harboured PKK guerril- 
las. 

"We have been operating in 
this area for several months and 
we know these two valleys quite 
well,” said Mr. Otto. “I can state 
quite categorically that the village 
of Khera Zouk was a civilian 
settlement of Iraqi Kurds." 

He said about 15 expatriates 
were working for three relief 
organisations. Action Nord-Sud, 
Action International Contre la 
Faim (AICF) and Equilibre, in 
the two valleys. 

Mark Rutgers, who coordin- 
ates AICF operations in Iraq, 
said he and his staff were reluc- 
tant to abandon their work, even 
temporarily, and he was contact- 
ing his Paris office for advice. 

in Diyanah hospital Hassan 
Aziz Khorshid, who lived at 
Khera Zouk, stood by the bed of 
his eight-year-old daughter Jiyan. 

“My daughter’s hand is badly 
damaged,” he said. “My tent is 
destroyed and my belongings are 
all gone.' My vegetables are in the 
fields. How can I return? I will 
leave Khera Zouk for ever.” 

Ankara backs down 

Meanwhile Turkey backed 
away from plans to establish a 
"buffer zone” in northern Iraq to 
stop cross-border raids by guerril- 


las, but did not indicate when its 
troops would return borne. 

Turkish leaders had said they 
would establish a five-kilometre- 
deep “buffer zone” in Iraq along 
the 320-kflometre border. 

But Defence Minister Darlas 
Dogu said Monday that the milit- 
ary incursion against the rebels 
had achieved its goals and that 
there was no firm decision now 
on the “buffer zone” or on when 
Turkish troops would withdraw. 

Last week, Turkish officials 
were adamant that they would 
establish the zone to prevent 
cross-border raids by the rebels. 

Turkey's current indecision on 
the “buffer zone” follows talks in 
Ankara last Friday between gov- 
ernment officials and senior Iraqi 
Kurdish leaders who opposed the 
incursion. 

The Iraqi Kurds promised they 
would not permit PKK rebels to 
hit targets in Turkey from Iraq. 
Press reports said in return they 
got Turkish promises of food and 
medical assistance. 

“Buffer zone is a strategic 
term. The important thing is the 
surveillance of the country’s bor- 
ders so as to prevent hit-and-run 
attacks by the enemy,” Mr. Dogu 
said. 

He did not specify whether 
Turkish troops would remain on 
Iraqi soil or whether surveillance 
would be carried out by recon- 
naissance planes or electronic 
means. 

“The operation has ended for 
rhe time being and the targets' 
have been attained,” Mr. Dogu 
told reporters. 

The incursion, the fourth of its 
kind since 19S3, was said to have 
been triggered by a rebel raid cm 
a Turkish border outpost that left 
10 soldiers dead. 

PKK is waging a guerrilla war 
in Turkey's 12 southeastern pro- 
vinces, home to half of the coun- 
try's 12 million Kurds. Over 3,000 
rebels, soldiers and civilians have 
died so far in the fighting. 

Officials said the rebels' ability 
to slip into neighbouring Iraq, 
Iran and Syria — which also have 
large Kurdish minorities — has 
prevented the military from 
crushing the insurgency. 

Mr. Dogu said a soldier and a 
militiaman were killed and 13 
soldiers were wounded during the 
incursion. He said soldiers reco- , 
vered the bodies of 35 dead re- 
bels, but he contended the guer- 
rillas carried away scores of 
others killed or wounded in the 
fighting. 

The semi-official Anatolia 
news agency reported that about 
1,000 rebels encircled at a train- 
ing camp in Iraq's Durji region 
had put up stiff resistance with 
heavy weapons. 

The Turkish general staff has 
said about 2,000 soldiers had 
taken part in the operation. 

Turkey to provide aid 

Turkey has agreed to provide 
humanitarian aid to Iraq's Kur- 
dish population, an Iraqi Kurdish 
leader announced Tuesday. 

Muhsin Dizai, a representative 
of the Kurdish Democratic Party, 
told reporters here that Turkey 
would soon dispatch food and 
medicine to the Iraqi Kurds. 

“We are grateful. We are suf- 
fering from the results of the 
(U.N. -imposed) economic 
embargo against Iraq,” Mr. Dizai 
said. 

Mr. Dizai held talks with offi- 
cials in Ankara over the past 
week following Turkey’s military 
incursion into northern Iraq. 

Iraqi Kurdish leaders said at 
least 15 Iraqi Kurds were killed 
and at least 30 were wounded in 
Turkish air raids. 

No details were available im- 
mediately about how the Turkish 
aid would be distributed to the 
Iraqi Kurds. 

Also Tuesday, a Turkish Kur- 
dish guerrilla was killed and four 
others were wounded in a ri«<h 
with security forces in Turkey’s 
southeastern province of Gaziau- 
tep, near the Syrian border, the 
Anatolia news agency reported. 


U-2 spy 
plane flies 
over Iraq 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — A 
U.S. U-2 spy plane has flown its 
first mission over Iraq at the 
request of the U.N. special com- 
mission overseeing the elimina- 
tion of Baghdad’s weapons of 
mass destruction, a U.N. spokes- 
man said Monday. 

The commission asked for the 
high-altitude, one-sea ter plane to 
be put at its disposal to pick out 
sites for inspection and ensure 
that Iraq is not moving equip- 
ment and material without au- 
thorisation. 

The commission will be given 
photographs of all sites and facili- 
ties surveyed by the plane at its 
request. A U.N. source said the 
aircraft was based in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Iraq’s U.N. representative is 
being given advance written noti- 
fication to ensure the safety of the 
flights, the first of which was 
carried out at the weekend, the 
U.N. .spokesman said. 

Iraq, in a letter last week to the 
chairman of the U.N. commis- 
sion, Rolf Ekeus, complained ab- 
out the planned flights, particu- 
larly the use of a U.S. Plane and 
pilot, but said it would not place 
any obstacles in their way. 

“Why choose an American air- 
craft piloted by an American pilot 
when everyone knows that the 
United States government’s posi- 
tion is openly hostile to the gov- 
ernment of Iraq,” the letter said. 

“Was it not possible to choose 
an aircraft and pilots from other 
countries, such as the Soviet Un- 
ion, France or India, or from all j 
those countries taken together, in 
order to ensure that the proposed 1 
mission could not serve aims I 
other than those of the United 
Nations,” it added. 

Iraq said U.S. planes bad for 
months been conducting recon- 
naissance flights and had “photo- 
graphed virtually every inch of 
Iraqi territory.” 
liie chief of a U.N. ballistic 
weapons inspection team said 
Monday his group had visited 
seven sites, including one of the 
notorious super cannons, and had 
received excellent cooperation. 

“we have found only minor 
things that we believe have to be 
destroyed,” said Wolfgang But- 
tler. 

“The cooperation with the Ira- 
qi government has been excel- 
lent. They have given us every- 
thing we have asked for; and 
more," he said. 

He said other teams would 
follow -his mission. However, 
some fixed launch sites remain to 
be destroyed, Mr. Buttler said, 
and there would be continued 
monitoring of Iraq’s capabilities. 

, Mr. Buttler said that as far as 
be could determine Iraq bad no 
more Scud missiles and would not 
have the capability to produce 
more after the destruction of the 
remaining equipment. 

It fired about 80, most at Saudi 
Arabia or Israel, during the Gulf 
war. 

The team arrived Thursday for 
a one-week inspection tour under 
the mandate of Security Council 
Resolution 687, which requires 
float all of Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction be destroyed. That 
includes missiles with a range of 
more than 150 kilometres. 

Teams specialising in the nuc- 
lear, chemical and biological 
fields also have made inspections 
here since May, but the coopera- 
tion of Iraqi authorities has been 
controversial for some of them, i 
especially the nuclear teams. 

U.S. President George Bush < 
has threatened renewed military I 
strikes unless Iraq makes a com- : 
plete disclosure of its nuclear t 
programme. j 

Mr. Buttler said his team had 
found only items related to Scud ; 
and Al Hussein missile produc- I 
tion, such as oxidiser tanks, that $ 
must be destroyed under the j 
terms of Resolution 687. i 


Sheikh Jaber: Iraq asked 
for one-third of Kuwait 


CAIRO (AP) — Kuwait’s ruler 
says Iraqi President Sadda m Hus- 
sein asked him to give up one- 
third of Kuwait's territories three 
months before invading the emi- 
rate. 

Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
-Sabah made the disclosure in an 
interview scheduled for publica- 
tion Tuesday in the Cairo news- 
paper Al Abram. 

The interview conducted in 
Kuwait, was believed to be the 
first by the emir since the Iraqi 
invasion of his emirate Aug. 2 last 
year. 

“...I say it for the first time, 
that he (President Saddam) asked 
me for one-third of Kuwait,” 
Sheikh Jaber said in answer to a 
question by Ibrahim Nafeh, the 
newspaper's editor. 

“I told him no one has such 
authority, not even the country's 
emir,” Sheikh Jaber said. 

The emir was unspecific but it 
was his first disclosure that Iraq 
wanted so much territories. It had 
been widely known that Iraq only 
wanted Bubyan and Warba, two 
oil-rich islands „pn the Iraqi 
border. 

Sheikh Jaber said President 
Saddam also asked for construc- 
tion of oil and water pipeline 
between Iraq and Kuwait and 
when he showed approval, the 
Iraqi leader said: 

“But I want to build some 
airports, housing units and 
schools alongside the pipelines to, 
protect them.” 

President Saddam said Kuwait 
can use Iraqi civilian and military 
airports in return when Sheikh 
Jaber rejected his suggestion, 
saying his emirate would lose its 
independence if it allowed Iraqi 
airports with the Iraqi flag on its 
soil. 

The emir said his country is 
small and can not be compared to 
its powerful neighbour. 

He said the Iraqi leader made 
the demands in May last year 
when he was on a visit to 
Baghdad. 

Sheikh Jaber said President 
Saddam told him not to worry 
much about the border problem 
while sending him off at Baghdad 
airport. 

“When are yon going to visit 
us?” Sheikh Jaber asked while 
boarding the plane. 

“I will come to Kuwait after 
three months. I do not need an 
invitation, protocol or a date, you 
will know then,” was the answer, 
according to the emir. 

“You know what he meant by 
saying he will come to Kuwait 
after three months.. .he came just 


in time but with ids tanks, air- 
craft, the military machine... die 
emir commented. 

Hope for Iranian move 

The U.N. envoy in charge of 
returning Kuwaiti property taken 
by Iraq said Monday he was 
optimistic Iran would return 1 six 
passenger planes flown to Iran by 
Iraqi pilots for safekeeping /dur- 
ing the Gulf war. * 

Dick Foran told a news confer- 
ence talks between the United 
Nations, Iran and Kuwait on the 
return of the six Kuwait Airways 
Airbus planes were dose to a 
successful conclusion. 

"The matter is under^ discus- 
sion. I*m optimistic a satisfactory 
solution will be found within the 
next few weeks. The aspect is 
delicate at the moment ,but given 
the complexity of the , situation 
talks are progressing ilnsfl,” he 
said. ' 

The Iraqis flew the planes 
across the border, along with 
scores of military planes, after 
U.S. and allied warplanes des- 
troyed many of Iraq’s airports 
and airfields. f 

Iran, which remained neutral 
in the Gulf war, is holding the 
Iraqi planes against its daims for 
reparations for the Iran-Iraq war 
of 1980-88. It has not said what it 
intends to do with the Kuwaiti 
planes. 

Mr. Foran said the task of 
returning 40 tonnes of Kuwaiti 
gold was moving ahead smoothly. 

The transfer began on Aug. 5 
and to date 2,400 bars out of a 
total of 3,216 had been handed 
over to Kuwaitis under the super- 
vision of U.N. experts on the ; 
Iraq-Saudi border, he said. 

The gold, with a value of be- j 
tween S600 and $700 million, was 
taken from the central bank. All 
the bullion had been accounted 
for and the last bars would be. 
handed over on Thursday, Mr.. 
Foran said. “There has been no 
discrepancy.” 

Apart from the gold, Iraq is 
also returning 63 tonnes of coins 
and sacks of now useless bank- 
notes. Kuwait issued new bank- 
notes after liberation on Feb. 28. 

Once die bullion and coins are 
handed over. U.N. experts will 
oversee the return of priceless 
artefacts taken from Kuwait 
national museum. Mr. Foran said 
the first treasures would come 
home in September. 

The United Nations is also 
checking Kuwaiti military claims 
against Baghdad. These include 
up to 300 tanks seized after the 
invasion last August. 


Police 
let go 
Bakhtiar 
suspects 


Kuwait no longer blacklists 
U.S. firms trading with Israel 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Kuwait's U.N. mission said Mon- 
day that because of its urgent 
need for post-war reconstruction, 
the Kuwaiti government no lon- 
ger blacklists American com- 
panies that trade with Israel. 

“The fact is that during recon- 
struction, we have traded with 
companies that have made other 
agreements with the Israeli gov- 
ernment," said Masoud F.M. Al 
Fehaid, press officer of Kuwait’s 
U.N. mission. 

“We have made many agree- 
ments and bought a lot of equip- 
ment from a lot of (U.S.) com- 
panies which in the past were 
boycotted because of their trad- 
ing with Israel,” he said in a 
telephone interview with the 
Associated Press. 

He emphasised, however, that 
the primary boycott against 
dealing with Israel remains in 
effect. But he said that in the 
future, if there is a comprehen- 
sive Middle East settlement then 
entire boycott would be reevalu- 
ated and could be lifted. 

He was speaking in response to 
a statement by the World Jewish 
Congress (WJQ that the Kuwaiti 
government no longer blac klis ts 
American companies that trade 
with Israel. 


The WJC released what it said 
was a May 30 letter from the U.S. 
ambassador to Kuwait, Edward 
W. Gnehm, to Senator Ernest F. 
Hollings (D-South Carolina), 
stating that the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment has eased the secondary 
Arab boycott of companies deal- 
ing with Israel. 

In the letter, made available to 
the AP, Mr. Gnehm says that 
"the government of Kuwait re- 
cently announced that it would no 
longer require companies to sub- 
mit a variety of forms which, in 
the past, were used to enforce the 
boycott. Among these documents 
is the certificate of origin." 

The U.S. letter quotes the 
Kuwaiti director of customs as 
saying publicly that the concept 
of boycott will be different in the 
future. It quotes the director as 
saying specifically that the 
"boycott black list” would not be 
used against American com- 
panies. 

Before the Gulf war, Kuwait 
was one of the most zealous 
enforcers of the Arab boycott. In 
1988, 12,668 boycott-related re- 
quests were received by U.S. 
companies and of that total 4,719 
came from Kuwait, according to 
American sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 


s PARIS (AP) — French and Swiss 

1 police briefly detained two Ira- 
t mans suspected of assassinating 
former Iranian Premier Shahpour 
Bakhtiar last week, bat released 
j them because the murder had not 
J yet been discovered, French and , 
: Swiss officials said Tuesday. j 

5 The two men, believed to be ' 
1 members of a hit squad sent to 
France to kill Mr. Bakhtiar, were 
stopped at France’s border with 
[ Switzerland by Swiss police last 
: Wednesday because they had 

5 forged Swiss visas in the Turkish 
1 passports they carried, French 
| police and Swiss justice depart- 
' meat officials said. 

Mohammad Azadi, 31, and Ali 
’ .Rad Vakfli, 32, were refused 
1 entry and later released in France 
r as they had valid French visas, 
according to French police 
’ sources. 

The bodies of Mr. Bakhtiar, 

| 76, and his chief aide Fouroush 

Katibeh were found at Mr. 
Bakh Par's home in a Paris suburb 
the next day. French coroners 
said the two had been dead since / 
Tuesday night, around the same 
time three Iranian men, including 
, Mr. Azadi and Mr. Vaidli, visited 
1 Mr. Bakhtiar. 

A taxi driver took Mr. Azadi 
' and Mr. Vakili to the town of 
! Sallancbes in southern France 
1 Wednesday evening, according to 
the interior ministry. 

They were last seen Friday 
near a train station in southern 
France, where they were believed 
to be trying to escape to Italy, the 
1 ministry said Tuesday. 

1 There was no information on 
- the third suspect, Farqonm Boyer 
■ . Ahmadi, a former Bakhtiar em- 
1 ployee whose orange BMW was 
found in central Paris Thursday. 
Mr. Ahmadi had access to Mr. 

; Bakhtiar without prior appoint- 
ment, and police believe he was 
either an accomplice in the mur- 
der or was coerced into helping 
the killers get into the house. 

Iranian opposition figures, in- 
cluding former President 
Abolhassan Bani-Sadr and Reza 
Pahiavi, son of the former Shah 
of Iran, have blamed the killings 
on the Islamic fundamentalist* 
regime in Tehran. 

Iran has officially denied in- 
volvement in Dr. Bakh oar’s mur- 
der. 

• Ike Islamic Republic News 
Agency, monitored in Nicosia, 
quoted Foreign Minis try spokes- 
man Morteza Sannadi as saying 
Monday reports in the West im- 
plicating Iran in the assassination 
were false. 

“People like him have no 
popular base in Iran. In fact then- 
lives pose absolutely no threat 
against the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, and their death would bring 
any credibility to Iran,” Mr. Sai- 
madi said. 

He said “counterrevolutionary 
elements” had tried to implicate 
Iran in the murder. 

That was a reference to Iranian 
dissidents who have blamed 
Tehran for Mr. Bakhtiar's assas- 
sination. 

The Iraq-based Mujahedeen 
Khalq said in a statement that 
two of the three suspects were 
'“professional killers” in the Isla- 
mic Republic Guards Corps,- 
Iran’s main army. 

Mr. Sarmadi said, “Iran has 
always condemned terrorism 
categorically, and the Iranian 
people have been a victim of 
terrorism backed by some west* 
era countries.” He did not elabo- 
rate. 

Lebanese Anis Naccache, re- 
portedly acting on orders from 
the late Iranian leader Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, led a botch- 
ed assassination attempt on Mr. 
Bakhtiar in 1980. 

Iran had reportedly insisted on i 
Mr. Naccache’s release from pris- | 
on as a precondition for impro- ! 
ving ties with Paris. L 


Kurds protest in Australian building 

rANBERRA (R) — About 20 people protesting against the 
SSenVtf Kurds in Imq^nd Turtey 
Australia's parliament house 


made Sccurity officials said the group smuggled chains through 
^ty^cte and attempted fochafr, themselvestotitefS 
SdSrfuri Kurdish flags and banners 

“Australia’s weak response to the treatment of Knrds. Shra&g 
“Freedom for Kurdistan,” they were earned one by one from the 
building. ' 

Kollek released after cancer surgery 

TEL AVIV (R) — Teddy Kollek. the 80-year-old Jraifi mayor of 
Jerusalem, was released from hospital Tuesday afte r aTwo -weck 
stay following an operation to remove cancerous pojyps.^ “The 
operation was successful and there is wag 
treatment,” said Mr. Kollek ’s spokeswoman Borate Boxer. “He » 
recovering well but be needs to continue to rest. Itissmpjy a 
recovery that takes time." Mr. KoDek became roayoc.ra. 1965. 

Divers search for bodies of two Kirivaitis 

WILLARD BAY (AP) — Divers searched Wfllaid. Bay agam 
Monday for the bodies of a Kuwaiti mother and daughter 
presumed to have drowned late Saturday. Rescues are looking for 
tiie bodies of Dalai O. Ramadam, 34 , and her dtogfaierNada 
Ramadam, 7, the Box Elder County sheriffs office reported. The 
Ramadams, who lived in Salt Lake City, were Jart seen jading in 
the Great Salt Lake bay between 7:30 and 8:30 p.m. Saturday, 
.authorities said. Family members called the st^e parks, and 
recreation department when the mother and daugtrter failed to 
return late Saturday. Search and rescue personnel were first called 
to the scene at 12:30 a.m. Sunday. 

Peres in mystery visit to Turkish resort 

ANKARA (AP) — Former Israeli Premier Shimon Ptees, the 
leader of the opposition Labour Party, arrived J Viontd ay . ana . 
private visit to a resort near where President Tuigui Oral a 
vacatio ning . Foreign Ministry spokesman Murat Sungar said the. * 
visit was “purely private” and that no meetings were scheduled 
between Mr. Peres and Mr. Ozal or any other Turkish government ; 
official. Turkey, which has had diplomatic relations with Israel 
since 1948, recently has been responsive to Israeli overtures toft 
thaw relations that chilled when Israel declared Jerusalem Its 
“capital.” The brief visit by Mr. Peres also comes just days after 
foreign ministers of Islamic countries concluded a meeting hr 
Istanbul. On the wings of the five-day conference, the foreign 
ministers of Iran, Syria and Lebanon were reported to have - 
discussed the issue of Western hostages in Lebanon. Turkish ; 
officials also reportedly took part in some of the discussions. 

Shamir to visit Bulgaria 

SOFIA (R) — Israeli Prime Minster Yitzhak Shamir wifi pay a - 
four-day visit to Bulgaria beginning on Aug. 27, the government - 
announced Tuesday. During his talks with Bulgarian leaders Mr/ - 
Shamir is expected to outline Israel's position before the possible r 
convening of an Arab- Israel peace conference, government ; 
spokesman Yasen Indzhev said. Officials said Mr. Shamir was also < 
expected to (fisenss the possibility of the transit of Soviet Jews to 
Israel via Bulgaria. Israel expects to receive about one million 
Soviet immigrants in the next five years. Like other Communist 
East bloc countries, Bulgaria broke off diplomatic relations, with , 
Israel after the Middle East war in 1967. After the toppling. of the ' 
Communist regime in 1989, Sofia reestablished relations with Israel,/* 
in. May, 1990. ' ■ -4 

Turkish mlniste^to visit north Cyprus 

NICOSIA (R) — Turkish Foreign Minister Safa Giray wiH pay an • 
official visit to northern Cyprus from 14 to 16, Turkish Cypriot : 
officials said Monday. Mr. Giray:wili meet Rauf Denktash, leader - 
of the breakaway Turkish republic of northern Cyprus (TRN€fc :- 
and its minister of defence and foreign affaire, Kenan Atakot to 
discuss recent developments towards a Cyprus settlement, they 
said. Turkish Cypriot leaders are preparing for a conference 
expected to take place in the United States in September to solve 
the 17-year-oid dispute. Government sources in Ankara said Mr. 
Giray would work with Mr. Denktash to coordinate basic positions ." 
ahead of the conference called by U.S. President George Bud) 
earlier^ this month. Mr. Denktash, whose breakaway is 
recognised only by Ankara, insists on attending the conference as 
the political equal of Cypriot President George Vassiliou. 

Kabul shuts independent newspaper 

KABUL (R) The Soviet-backed Afghan government has dosed. 
£3“ ‘“dependent newspaper, Azadi (freedom), and arrested 

workcrs lhcre ““d Monday. The State Security Mimstrw^ 
decfoied to comment and it was not immediately known where 

bSTJw 1 Ghu »am Sakhi Gbairat, watf 
C“ g f h £ ,d - of ktest issue of the bi-weekly Azadihave u. 

SSlif ^ S i? eCtS °* Kabul ' media sources said. Workers* 

Star’s "nSS n0t J?* fBrlher details its cIosare 01 ** V 
9 tber . media sources said President NajibuHairir 

CSSS? a f au,st Azadi for publishing part of a speech by 5 ■: 
fundamentalist guerrilla party leader GuSfc) : 

Mt k S^ d ^ V ^ l r ^ ei,t Critkal ^ move is likely to 

Najibollah s attempts to look acceptable to fate, 
opponents, diplomatic sources said. 

Families seek release of Ethiopian ex-Mldlet* 

£5?^ W- Famflies of soldiers detained aferik '' 

outdd? A*r hl< S£;! ^ ornKr SO^ramem last May demoastniaf 

Monday todanamit^ ' 
of <*?d beggan and disabled *£ ' 






JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

18:00 Variety programme 

19:15 . 


19:30 . 


20M . 


20-JB . 
21:10 , 
22.-00 . 

Silk. Route or the Sea 

22£0 . 



PBAYEE TONES 

04:29 . 
(15:54 . 


12:48 . 


16-JO . 
19:27 . 


21:51 . 



CHURCHES 

St. May of Nazareth Chard Swdfleh, 

Tel. 810740 

AsmsbBw ef Cod Cfaarcb. Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Chord] Tel. 624590. 
Charch of the Airaenriartoo Tel. 
637440. 

Ce la Salle Cfaardb Td. 66)757 


Tan- a s m Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the AiuukUUob Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St- Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman lateruatloual Church Tel. 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

The Cherch of Jesus Christ ef Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 823824. 654932. 
Church of the N azenai e Tel. 675691 . 


WEATHER 

Bulletin sappSed by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Normal summer weather wifi prevail 
and winds will be northwesterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, winds will be norther- 
ly moderate and seas calm. 


Amman ............ 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Volley 


Min -/max. temp. 

20/fl. 

26/40 

21/36 

25/39 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 32, Aqaba 40. Humidity readings: 
Amman 45 per cent. Aqaba 24 per 
ceaL 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Majid Sheer 791405 

Dr. Rizq Abu Zein (— ) 

Dr. Mohammad Saymeh 606360 

Dr. Yousef AIFaqib 657909 

Reas Phrmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy 637055 

NaumUth pharmacy 623672 

' Al Safam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Shmeaanr pharmacy 637660 


BUMD! 

Dr. Amin Abu 'Ekla 
AlSharaa* pharmacy . 


(275825) 


ZABQAr 

Dr. Salah Al Safarim . 
Khahfefa pharmacy ... 


...... <-) 

... 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 

Gvfl Defence Department 

Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 

Gvil Defence Emergency 

Rescue Potioc 192.621111. 

Rre Brigade 

Blood Bank 

Highway Police 

Traffic Police 

Public Security Depirtmcm 

Hotel Complaints < 

Price CooiplainU 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 

Amman Mnnfcipality 

Complaints : 

Telephone Informs cion 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas Calls I 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs I 

Abdali Telephone Repairs < 

Jordan Tdcvyon — 1 

Radio Jordan ‘ 

Water Authority < 

Jordan Efectritity Authority ... f 


Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia lad. Airport 08-53200 

HOSRSTALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity. J. Amo... 64428176 
Akileh Maternity,!. Amn ... 642441/2 

Jabsd Amman Maternity 642362 

Mafiias, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Sfameisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-M nasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AJ-Ahil, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir,J. Ashrafieh ...... 775111/26 

Army, Marfca 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Ho spital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Sira Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hilan Modem Hospital (09) 990990 
Offiah 

Princess Banna Hospital .. (02)275555 


Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOB THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This iaformMdoB b supplied by Roywl 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen AMa International 
Airport Tel. (0SJ5320IW. where it 
should always be verified 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


***• Lamca(Rj) 

Abu Dhabi (RJ 

,,! *9 Doha. Bahrein (RJ) 

”-*• - Madrid (RJ) 

IWI .... New York, AmatenJam (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 


; - - (RJ) 

SX Lo^BrussefcfRJ) 

Other Righto (Terminal 2) 

S3 

22.-08 Tripoli, (pitj 

DB-jumisas (AF) 

SS ::::::::::: iiSSga 

“2 -issas® 

JS: Istanbul (RJ) 

JtS "" New York fit!) 

um — L oSK5Ba 

2 

S3 —"oSSSSn. 

o*' mtatnw n 


CwoOKSl 
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23s38 ” 
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....Paris i 


i(LN)'J 

m 
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News 


ters tour southern regions, 
promise to address local problems 


.^QABA.UX)--* The govern* 

- - meatlifls d ecided 10 reduce ihc 
C' Sosi^f 'new bousing protects r? r- 

Develop- 
for tbs benefit 
-ritdow? inoome groups j n tbe 
- Aqafer ygfon- by 3040 per cent. 
-«cu;<fang to an announcement by 
. bfinto of PuWw Works and 
Hoofflog Sead fiayel Srour. 

, Tb® minister, who made die 
announcement at a meeting held 
. ‘beie in.die course of a temr of the 
" sptttbcrn regions, said that the 
-^ redmakm Will be calculated on 
cost of each housing 
TOft .aad the difference in cost 
'Would ■ be borne by tbe various 
government departments that 
provide services to the housing 
-estates in the Aqaba region. 

Sroor promised to try to 
: implement this decision on pre- 

- viDtS' and new projects in tbe 
Aqaba region like those housing 
estates -set -op at Sal addin and 
.SbaiUateh districts of the city. 

- Mr. Srour also said that his visit 
to tbe city was at the request of 
the local residents and in imple- 
mentation of the new govern- 
ment’s policies and directives zo 
the cabinet ministers to make 
field trips to various regions and 
to identify the various problems. 
Residents attending the meeting 
were all beneficiaries of the 
Urban Development. Corpora- 
tion’s programmes. 

■ Minister of Tourism Abdul 
Karim A1 Kabariti and several 
local o ffi ci al s, as weU as Yousef 
'Htya&at, director general of the. 
Housing Corporation and acting 

- director of the Urban Develop- 
ment Corporation took part in 
the tour. . 

Mr. Hiyasat told tbe meeting 

- that the reduction in the cost 
would be between JD 7 to JD 10 
per square metre, which cones' 
ponds to the cost of the infras- 
tincture like water, elec tri city, 
telephone and sewage networks 
built in the bousing estates. 

The cost of the infrastructure 
used to be added to the cost of 
tbe housing units and paid by the 
beneficiaries to the Urban De- 

- vefopraent Corporation, which 


builds homes for low income 

groups. 

Mr. Srour told the audience 
that his ministry would like to 
receive written requests from 
members of the public about im- 
provements in their housing pro- 
jects and proposals to help deci- 
sion makers with their job. 

The two ministers, together 
with Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Transport Ali 
Suheimat. are touring the south- 
ern regions of Jordan to inspect 
areas badly hit by the storms last 
winter and to inspect progress on 
repair and reconstruction work in 
the region. 

Mr. Suheimat visited the 
Aqaba port Tuesday and was 
briefed by local officials and 
heads of government depart- ' 
meats about the various activities 
at the port zone. 

Among the requests put to him . 
during the tour was a demand for 
bousing facilities for port workers, 
who said that they could not 
afford the soaring cost of rent in 
the city. 

Port Corporation Director 
Mohammad Semadi briefed the 
minister -on tbe transit services 
offered by the port and the type 
of cargo vessels that dock in the 
harbour and their importance to 
die national economy. 

Mr. Suheimat toured the port 
harbour area and watched the 
loading and unloading operations 
and handling at the quays. He 
later chaired a meeting to discuss 
various issues related to the 
Aqaba port. 

At the meeting, which was 
attended by the ministers of public 
works and tourism, discussion co- 
vered urban development plans, 
port expansion projects re- 
quested by the local residents and 
workers and other relevant 
topics. 

Mr. Kabariti told a separate 
meeting in Aqaba that the port 
city is now visited by tourist 
groups from Jordon and abroad. 
The minister said that all city 
hotels are booked and the 
beaches are crowded by vacarion- 


Mr. Kabariti also said that the 
Ministry of Tourism was doing all 
h could to put Jordan and the city 
of Aqaba on tbe international 
tourist map. 

The minister said that bookings 
so far indicate that the coming 
tourist season will be excellent. 
Vacationers from tbe Scandina- 
vian and other European coun- 
tries are among (he visitors ex- 
pected in the coming winter sea- 
son. the minister added. 

To cope with the increased 
tourist activity, several hotels 
are being built to accommodate 
more visitors and to open the way 
for tourists to spend longer time 
in the port city, he said. 

Later, the ministers visited 
Karak . one of the areas directly 
affected by last March’s rain 
storm which caused extensive 
damage to property and the in- 
frastructure. 

Mr. Suheimat told a meeting 
there that the government, which 
had earlier allocated JD I million 
for the repair and reconstruction 
work, was keen on enabling the 
southern regions to resume a 
normal economic life. 

He told heads of local govern- 
ment institutions jnd local resi- 
dents that the tour of the three 
ministers was designed to deter- 
mine the needs of (he southern 
regions. 

Concerned government depart- 
ments will repair ail the water 
facilities and the culverts und 
roads and will continue to work 
on the Muta University faculty 
buildings located near Karak, 
Mr. Suheimat said. 

For his part. Mr. Srour said 
that the government has now 
taken the first step to build the 
Karak Hospital at the cost of JD 
14 million. He said that tenders 
for the designs have been 
awarded to a local firm and that 
the work on the project was 
expected to start soon. 

Tbe three ministers toured the 
Karak and the nearby Ghor A! 
Safi regions and met wirh local 
citizens and farmers, listening to 
their requests and demands. 


House, Senate to discuss laws 


AMMAN (Petra) TbeLower 
House of XadiairiejS ' holds : A 
session today under die chair- 
manship of - its speaker, Abdul 
latlf'Arabut 
TbeHo^ 

her of Law? referred to its various 
committees, including the Re- 
vised Ranks Law, the Royal 
Jordanian Re*i«d Law, the. Cen- 
tra! Bank of Jordan's Revised Law 
No. 19 for the year 1979 and Hie 
CBJ Law No. 4 for the year 1975. 

. The session will be attended by 
Prune Minister Taher Masri and 
the C^Ttetiitiunsten. . 

-The Upper House will also 
meet Thursday under the chair- 


manship of its Speaker Ahmad AI 
‘Xznrri to discuss a number of 
draft laws referred to it by the 
Cower House. 

The. Upper House will also 
look into two decisions taken by 
its joint Legal and Financial 
Committee on the Prov isiona l 
Law No. 11 for Use year 1990 
concerning Royal Jordanian and 
the provisional law on die Jorda- 
nian Investment Corporation. 
Both laws were referred to it by 
the Lower House. 

Thursday’s session will also be 
attended by the prime minister 
and the Cabinet ministers. 



Abdad Lafif Arabfyat 


Firm to conduct study on 
wsiter treatment plant 


I^ir pedal M. Ibrahim 

Spccialto the Jordan Times 

AMMAN—Mmlstryof Water . 
arid ; Tmgatioq Secretary 
General Mu’ta 2 -Bilbeisi Tues- 
day sped a contract with an 
• American engineering firm to 
- conduct a study on the passible 
expansion of the KHrbet A1 
. Sarara Waste Water Treatment 
Plant:' - ■ 

Tbe^tndyv to he conducted 
by the foro of Engineering 
Science Inc. in cooperation 
with tfae Consuftrog Engineers 
Centre #f T an estimated cost of 
5417309; will review tbe cur- 
rent system of water "treatment 
at fhb- plant, its capacity and 
the possible expansion of tbe 
' piant toflcrve the greater Am- 
man area through the year 
'-20p||^6a^ding to Jim De- 
mpsey,'-, acting director of the 
Umted States Agency for In- 
ternational Development' 

(USArD}.; 

USAlDy through a reim- 
bursement grant to the Jorda- 
nian gpvennaert^ will finance 
tite- Study; be said. 

■ *0ne; ; jb€;tJte key areas of 
U$AJfr aaaatiuce worldwide 
is-to befi» assist in the protec- 
ts at ifett rvirtmment ” Mr. 
pmupscstfricL “We see tins as 


an important step in protecting 
the water running through the 
Zarqa basin and the King Tala! 
Dam." 

In addition to establishing 
the feasibility of an expansion 
programme, the study will 
assess the environmental 
effects of the system and re- 
commend and design improve- 
ments to increase the efficiency 
of the existing ponds. 

The study, to be conducted 
in two stages, will begin in 
about a month and is expected 
to take about 17 months to 
complete, Mr. Dempsey said. 

The waste treatment plant at 
Khirbet A! Sanrra was de- 
signed to process about 67,000 
cubic metres of waste water 
per day, Mr. Dempsey said. 
The greater Amman area cur- 
rently generates between 
100,000 and 110,000 cubic 
metres of waste water per day, 
he said. 

“We’re expecting to come 
up with a design that would 
enable the plant to process 
waste water at a level expected 
in the year 2000 ” Mr. De- 
mpsey said. 

The actual expansion of tbe 
plant is expected to cost be- 
tween $5m and S10m t depend- 
ing on the design of the expan- 


sion and the technology used, 
be said. The plant, largely 
through local financing, origi- 
nally cost about S50m to con- 
struct, he added. 

While no organisation has 
offered to help the Jordanian 
government finance the expan- 
sion of the plant, the World 
Bank has expressed some in- 
terest in the programme, Mr. • 
Dempsey said. 

In addition, USAID is "con- 
sidering stepping in and offer- 
ing money when the. study is 
completed,’’ he said. 

The waste water treatment 
plant has been a scarce of 
controversy in recent months 
as residents have complained 
of fames emanating from the 
facility. Waste water leaking 
from the plant and seeping into 
underground water has caused 
several cases of dysentery, doc- 
tors in the area have said. 

Addressing these concerns, 
Mr. Dempsey said that the 
facility, if expanded and up- 
graded technically, should be 
more efficient arid be able to 
better treat waste. Also, the 
water that will be released by 
the plant into the Zarqa River 
will be dean, reducing the 
health hazards, be said. 


Lower House to review budget 


i The govern- 

'■j.JWBL'fcifti referred. to the Lower 
If Boutexrf Pffltiaiaajr a,suppfe- 
; 9 torattotb«ri99i Fiscal Budget to 
V.tte^etahd^ endorsed. 


- f AeeottHng to the sup- 
f P^^itBy.Tjbudget, the; to ml 
A ^Priarof revenucs expected wfl! 

\ J nriffiqn white ex- 

■ - f peafitmes will be about JD' 49.7 
^ndfiop. , 


Tbe difference, which is cons- nomic rector and fees charged on 
tiered a surplus saving, is io be dealings with real estate now that 
used to reduce the deficit in the* tbe Gulf crisis is over as well as 
1991 Fiscal Budget which amounts fees and extra customs duty col- 
to JD 206.7 million, according to lected on imports and from 
Minister of Finance Basel Jar- issuing licences. 


daneh, who presented toe sop- Tbe mhnst 
ptementaiy budget to Parliament. ’ revenues wfl 
According to Mr. Jardaneh, financial aid o 
revenues are expected to come nations to ccc 
from an improvement in the eco- losses caused, 


Tbe minister said that other 
revenues will come from the 
financial aid coming from friendly 
nations to compensate Jordan for 
losses caused by the Gulf crisis. 
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Her Royal Highness Princess Zien hands oat tseri tonal certificates to 
members of tbe Children’s Congress (Petra photo) 

Children’s Congress calls' for 
preservation of environment 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Zein Tuesday 
took pan in a seminar held at the 
Royal Cultural Centre by chil- 
dren from Arab countries cur- 
rently participating in the 11th 
Children’s Congress, which is 
organised by the Noor Al Hus- 
1 sem Foundation (NHF). 

Discussions at the seminar, 
i which was entitled "Clean En- 
vironment is a Blessing for Life" 
and "the Arab Children Protect 
the Environment.’’ dealr with the 
importance of involving children 
of the Arab world in protecting 
the environment from pollution. 

Speakers presented views ab- 
out ways to combat contamina- 
tion and the need for team work 
in any endeavour connected with 
the protection of the environment 
in any Arab country. 

The children issued a set of 
recommendations calling for the 
rationalisation of energy con- 
sumption, planting of trees, prop- 
er disposal of waste and economic 
use of water resources. They also 
called for the use of recycled 


Committee to conduct study 
on cereal, legume production 


AMMAN (Petra) — Agriculture 
Minister Subhi Al Qasem Tues- 
day ordered the formation of a 
special committee, headed by the 
ministry’s assistant secretary 
general to conduct a study on 
ways of promoting the production 
of cereals and legumes and to 
increase the areas of land allo- 
cated for planting such crops. 

Tbe committee will identify the 
areas and regions which are suit- 
able for growing cereals and 
legumes, assess toe quantity of 
re eds needed and decide on their 
sources. 


The committee will also make 
recommendations on supporting 
fanners, increasing tbe area of 
land allocated for growing such 
crops and intensifying media 
programmes to promote know- 
ledge about the production of 
cereals and legumes. 

The committee is made up of 
the Irbtd and Madaba agricultural 
departments* directors, the assis- 
tant director of toe National Re- 
search Centre and the director of 
the ministry’s Cereals Production 
Project. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King condoles Dr. Khawad’s family 

AMMAN fPetra) — His Majesty King Hussein Monday called at 
the house of the late Dr. Hamed Khawad. former acting director 
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation’s (UNESCO) Regional Office in Amman, who was 
kilted in his office Sunday, and offered condolences to his family. 
The King also visited the Sudanese ambassador in Amman and 
offered condolences over the death of Dr. Khawad. Later, the 
King visited tbe two UNESCO officials at King Hussein Medical 
Centre who are now being treated for the wounds they sustained 
during the attack on Dr. Khawad. 

King congratulates Pakistan 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday sent a 
cable to Pakistani President Gbulam Ishaq Khan congratulating 
him on his counny’s independence day. The King expressed bis 
best wishes to the Pakistani president and wished the Pakistani 
people further progress and prosperity. 

Obeidat named envoy to Algeria 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan’s newly appointed Ambassador to 
Algeria Dr. Khalid Obeidat Tuesday left for Algiers to take up his 
new post there. Before his appointment to this post. Dr. Obeidat 
was the director of tbe Political Department at the Foreign 
Ministry. 

Equestrian show to be held 

AMMAN (Petra) — Youth Minister Saleh Ersheidat Friday will 
attend an equestrian show, to be held at the Arabian Horse Club 
to mark His Majesty King Hussein's birthday. The show includes 
a riding demonstration, tent pegging and show jumping. The 
event is organised by the National Equestrian Committee, in 
cooperation with Hotel Jordan Intercontinental. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listing are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

ft Exhibition of traditional embroWcrtesttdhaBd-mttteitensal 
toe Jordan htcr cnafiaatta! BotsL 
ft EtMMH oq of paintings fey Rtoab Al Nasunary at toe Royal 
Cdtnrd Centre. 

ft Art exHMtfcm by Bassa Al Afchanl at the Royal Cultural 
Cadre. 


Government searching for 
new water sources for 
Jordan Valley farms 


waste water for irrigation pur- 
poses and keeping rivers and sea 
shores dean. 

The children appealed to the 
Arab people to protect the wild- 
life reserves and to reduce the use 
of insecticides and chemical ferti- 
lisers to maintain a clean environ- 
ment. 

At the end of the seminar. 
Princess Zein distributed men to- 
nal certificates to the participat- 
ing children. 

NHF Director General Inaam 
Al Mufti was among those 
attending the event, which was 
one of the various activities car- 
ried out by tbe children. 

Children from Iraq. Jordan, 
Tunisia. Algeria. Sudan and 
Palestine are taking part in the 
congress activities, which were 
inaugurated by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor last Wednesday in 
Amman. 

Other activities include visits to 
Jordanian families and tours of 
archaeological and tourist sites 
around the country. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The water in 
the King Tala I Dam, which is now 
estimated to be 16 million cubic 
metres, will be mainly used to 
irrigate lands in toe Jordan Valley 
to planr trees according to an 
announcement by Minister of 
-Water and Irrigation Samir 
Kawar, 

At present, the ministry is 
studying and analysing the soil of 
the farming units irrigated by the 
King Talal Dam water to advise 
farmers about the best type of 
crops to be grown with it. There 
are 1,500 farming units in the 
valley which benefit from water 
in the King Talal Dam. be said. 

According to the minister, ihe 
water in the dam is not sufficient 
for irrigating al! lands of the 
Jordan galley and water from the 
King Abdullah Canal will be 
added to it for irrigation pur- 
poses. 

According to Mr. Kawar. his 
ministry intends to conduct a 
study on the quantities of irriga- 


tion water available and the 
quantities required for the com- 
ing agricultural season in the val- 
ley $o as to inform farmers about 
the water situation. 

Tbe minister stressed that the 
water in the King Talal Dam was 
not polluted and was fit for agri- 
cultural use. 

Referring to the dams in Jor- 
dan. Mr. Kawar said that the 
ministry has already awarded ten- 
ders to build the Rajel Dam at 
the cost of JD 1 million and is 
planning to construct earth dams 
in four regions in cooperation 
with the Engineering Corps, of the 
Armed Forces. 

The minister said that the four 
regions are located at Qaa Al Jinz 
in Karak. Qaa AJ Hassa in the 
Tafiteh region. Wadi Maan in the 
govemorate of Maan and Wadi 
Al Harth in the Zarqa area. 

Two work teams have already 
been set up. one to work in the 
eastern regions and tbe other in 
the south to pave the way for the 


construction of the dams in tbe 
coming two weeks, the minister 
said. 

The Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation plans to harvest winter 
water and for this reason is pur- 
chasing JD 1 million worth of 
^equipment and three water drills 
to find new water sources. 

The ministry is studying the* 
prospect of raising the walls of 
the Kafrein Dam in the Jordan 
Valley to collect more rain water 
for the dry season and another 
study is being conducted to install 
water pumps that would help feed 
the ZiqUb Dam, Mr. Kawar said. 

He said that the ministry is 
expanding the Karameb Dam, 
also in the Jordan Valley, to 
collecT 55 million cubic metres of- - 
water for the dry season irrigation 
operations. 

According to the minister, con- 
tacts are under wav to raise funds 
to finance the Wadi Al Mujib. 
Wadi Al Walah and Tannour 
dams. 


Meeting reviews successes 
of police assistants experiment 


AMMAN t Petra) — Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
Director Maj. Gen. Fadel Ali 
Fuheid chaired Tuesday a meet- 
ing at the Royal Police Academy. 

The meeting was held to dis- 
cuss the traffic police assistants 
experiment, which was started six 
months ago as weU as problems 
affecting it. 

Maj. Gen. Fuheid expressed 
his thanks for and pride in the 
traffic police assistants force, 
which comprises citizens who 
volunteered to help the traffic 
police in monitoring traffic move- 
ment and violations in response 
to a call by the PSD. 

The PSD director said the issue ’ 
of confronting taffic problems is 
tbe duty of every citizen and 
should not be restricted to the 


traffic department "because re- 
gardless of the capabilities of the 
department, it will not be able to 
prevent ali traffic violations un- 
less it is supported by members of 
the soriety.’’ 

Reckless driving and violations 
of traffic regulations and laws is a 
phenomenon that is starting to 
spread because of the Temarkable 
increase in the population. 

This, he added, required step- 
ped up efforts to confront those 
negative aspects so as to minimise 
losses that might result because of 
them. 

He stressed the need to discuss 
and assess the experiment of the 
traffic police assistants to en- 
hance their positive role in socie- 
ty. 


Chairman of the Jordanian 
Society for the Prevention of 
Road Accidents Zuhair Malhas 
reviewed in the meeting the role 
of the society since its establish- 
ment 16 years ago. He also dis- 
cussed its cooperation with the 
state departments, particularly 
the PSD, which supported the 
soriety in canying out its duties. 

One of society’s duties. Dr. 
Malhas said, was helping the con- 
cerned authorities in enforcing 
traffic laws and regulations. 

He said that the society's 
efforts succeeded this year with 
the help of the traffic police 
assistants, who also help in 
issuing traffic tickets and in defin- 
ing the sort of violations which 
take place in toe absence of 
policemen. 


Public prosecutor investigating 
couple for falsifying documents 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The public 
prosecutor is investigating a fraud 
case involving a couple working 
for toe Social Security Corpora- 
tion (SSC), according to a report 
in Al Dustour Arabic daily. 

Tbe couple, who were married 
three months ago. succeeded ip 
acquiring JD 8,000 by illegal 
means through issuing a cheque 
in the name of a lady who has 
never requested her compensa- 
tion from the SSC. 


The case began early this year 
but was not revealed until recent- 
ly, when a lady in charge of 
examining compensation settle- 
ments and transactions noticed a 
cheque in the amount of JD 8,000 
in the name of a friend of hers. 
Upon seeing it, she immediately 
called her friend to tell her that 
there was a cheque for her and 
inquired about the reasons for 
her friend asking for her com- 
pensation. 


<>/ — ■x. 


She was surprised to hear that 
she did not request her com- 
pensation and was told that the 
lady involved in the fraud had 
taken her family registration 
book from her. 

She asked her to call SSC 
Director General Mohammad Al 
Saqqaf and inform him what hap- 
pened to her. Upon hearing that. 
Mr. Saqqaf referred the case to 
Amman Govemorate Police De- 
partment. 


IRAQI JORDANIAN 
LAND TRANSPORT CO. 

Tender No. (6/91) 

Sale Of Used Truck - Tractors 

The Iraqi Jordanian Land Transport Company 
intends to sell (236) used truck tractors of typfc Styer 
manufactured, in 1981/1982. 

RELATED INFORMATION: 

1- Custom duties of those truck. - tractors are unpaid. 

2. Offers can be submitted to buy one truck - tractor; or a 
number of truck-tractors or all quantity. 

3. Truck - tractors can be checked and inspected at the 
company's garages in Aqaba, Jordan starting from 
August 15, 1991. 

4. Copies of terms conditions and technical specifications 
can be bought for the sum of (100) Jordanian dinars (JD) 
from the company’s main offices in Amman, between 4th 
and 5th Circles, Jabal Amman, during official working 
hours (0900-1400), starting from (15-8-1991). 

5. Closing date for submitting offers is (15-9-1991). (1200 
hrs). 

6 . Address: 

P.O.Box 5134, Amman-Jordan 

Phone No.: 677680, 672502, 672509 

TLX No.: 22237 

FAX No.: 602870 

Dr. Shaker Mahadeen 

Director General 
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Reality in peace 


EXCEPT FOR some exceptionally brave words from ifis Majesty 
King Hussein on the need to establish Arab- Israeli peace, and For 
the arrest of an armed fundamentalist group threatening the 
security of the state, Jordanians have been marking the weeks 
leading up to the October Middle East peace conference quietly 
and reflectively. We do not seem to know what to expect from the 
historic and momentous change that is dosing in on us. 

The technical team of experts that the U.S. administration has 
sait to the area to draw up memoranda of understanding on the 
planned conference was in Amman on Aug. 11 and 12 having 
visited with the Israelis and West Bank Palestinians. They went 
back to Israel and the occupied territories and then headed for 
home with neither side saying anything about the substance of the 
discussions. The kind of officials they talked with here, however, 
suggests that teehwiraii issues rather than matters of principle were 
tackled. Technicalities probably involve the " ami ** of Palestinian 
delegations in the joint Jordanian-Palestinian delegation, its 
make- op and function, letters of unders tanding between the U.S. 
and Arabs and Israelis; but they apparently have more to do with 
the organisation of the conference itself and subjects (o be 
discussed at that forum than anything else. 

The pace of developments preceding the parley has been so quick 
that a senior Jordanian ofiicfal bad to admit that “we could hardly 
cope with it.** This probably explains the Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian quiet and reflective mood over the peace issue so far, though it 
leaves many questions unanswered about the post-October period. 

Hie official Jordanian thinking has it that the conference should 
be held because it is the last realistic opportunity to solve (he 
Pales tinian problem and the wider Arab- Israeli conflict. Except for 
ceding over half of Palestine to the Jews legally (recognition of 
Israel) and some Arab legitimate rights (if 242 is not fully 
implemented and a Palestinian state is not created), Jordan has 
much to gain and little to lose from realising a solution. At stake is 
not only continued strife and violence and the spread of extremism 
and fanaticism in the region generally, if the no-war, no-peace 
situation carries on. Greater economic problems, more acute water 
shortages and the total loss of what is left unexpropriated of the 
Israeli -occupied Arab territories will also be the result. 

Jordan, comfortable in the belief thht (here is no practical 
alternative to joining the peace process, whose future is uncertain 
at best, is aware of the opposition from the ultranationalists on the 
left and the Islamic fundamentalists on the right. Furthermore, it 
recognises the Arab position's weakness in the aftermath of the 
Gulf war and (he dile mma posed to Palestinians and other Arabs 
by the exclusion of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
from playing a direct role in peace efforts and talks. Bnt what 
drake does any Arab have of recovering the occupied territories if 
we are not willing to join tips peace offensive, especially when the 
military option is out for now and most probably for a long time to 
come? 

Back in the early eighties, Jordan was seeking from the Reagan 
administration a written guarantee that 242 would be implemented 
in frill if Jordan accepted the Reagan peace plan of 1982. Today 
Jordan does not have that guarantee, but we do have assurances 
from the Americans (hat their interpretation of 242 and 338 is very 
dose to the Arab side’s understanding of the two U.N. resolutions, 
and that U.5. representatives to the Arab- Israeli negotiations win 
adhere to this interpretation when talks on any particular problem 
reach a deadlock. 

At a joint press conference with the U.S. Secretary of State, 
■James Baker, when they concluded talks in Amman on Aug. 2, the 
King said that “unprecedented progress*' had been made in peace 
efforts but be must have been mainly referring to the question of 
Pa lest i n ia n representation when be said that much work still 
needed to be done before the concerned parties arrived at the 
negotiating table. 

Hut question needs to be answered, and we are both hopeful 
and confident that the PLO will place the higher interests of Its 
constituents, the Palestinian people, above everything else. This, 
should not be seen as another attempt to put pressure on the PLO, 
for both Jordanians and Palestinians are in on this together and as 
it Is we afl brave enough pressures to cope with. What is earnestly 
needed is for everybody to rise to the level of responsfo ffi t y that 
would ensure for coming generations the kind of future that we 
ourselves aspire to. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


TWO months have passed since the endorsement of the National 
Charter but nothing has been done to put the charter into force, 
said Al Ra’i daily Tuesday. The charier was worked out by 
representatives of various political forces and groups and it was 
endorsed by the representatives of the people of Jordan in a 
national congress, said the paper. The charter was considered to 
be the first step towards finalising the process of democracy and 
political pluralism in the country, paving the ground for the 
creation of political parties which the government has approved 
and passed on to Parliament for endorsement, the paper noted. 
Therefore, it is difficult to see Parliament delaying the endorse- 
ment of the charter’s two main laws: those on press and 
publications and the political parties, the paper stressed. We fear 
that the fruit of the hard work that yielded the charter would go 
down the drain should Parliament oppose any move towards 
implementing its various articles, especially those related to the 
political parties and the press and publications laws, the paper 
said. The paper expressed fear that Parliament could pass the two 
laws in such a manner that would not be in harmony with the spirit 
of the charter which was blessed by the Jordanian people's 
congress and added that any move in this direction would be 
harmful to the democratic process in the country. Any negative 
attitude towards the National Charter on the part of the 
Parliament, the paper stressed, would be in total disregard of the 
people’s will. 


As was expected from the Islamic countries’ foreign ministers 
conference, which last week ended in Istanbul, the meeting 
accomplished nothing of benefit to the Islamic World, said a 
columnist in Al Ra*i daily Tuesday. Since this conference was of 
no use to the Muslims, it is considered as illegitimate, Sahmph 
Ekour said. The writer noted that most of those who took part in 
the conference sided with the U.S.-NATO alliance, which is in 
alliance with Israel, a common enemy to the Arab and Islamic 
countries. This conference, which claimed to represent 1.000 
million Muslims on earth, was supposed to deal with issues of 
concern to the Muslims and the holy Islamic places, but 
unfortunately it was transformed into a tool to serve the interests 
of the United States and its allies in the region, the writer 
stressed. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. Abdalla Malkl 


Investment is the key to revitalising economy 


AN objective scrutiny of foe record of foe Jordanian economy 
during the last three to four years would reveal that the only 
visibly concrete positive achievement of our economic policy was, 
despite all appearances, the stabilisation of the exchange rate of 
the Jordanian dinar. In a very negative sense, one can add foe 
stemming of economic deterioration as another achievement 
Obviously, this second achievement will be meaningless if it does 
not serve as a spri ngboard for more positive achievements. 

One honestly hopes that the sharp increase in tax rates, 
especially income tax, which was iraatiated in foe last quarter of 
1989, would not be treated as a credit item. And probably nobody 
will want to list foe rescheduling of our external debt as an 
achievement. Debt rescheduling works in favour of the creditor 
more than in favour of the debtor. If bankruptcy or nonpayment 
is the alternative to rescheduling, the creditor will stand to lose 
everything; rescheduling is foe only hope for bira to salvage 
anything from foe wreckage. 

. The alarm of this harsh fact (only a single positive achievement) 
has to be sounded strongly now because there seems to be a great 
deal of complacency among the managers of our economic policy. 
Obviously, if we keep on telling ourselves that we are geniuses, 
we will end up believing that and tend to overrate ourselves and 
our achievements and simultaneously underrate our problems. At 
a time of stringency as the one we have right now, this is a redpe 


for almost guaranteed economic ruination. We could have a look 
at what we have in the economic arena. 

Unemployment is mounting and hitting record highs not only 
by Jordanian standards but also by world standards. Costs of 
living are high in themselves, and very-high in comparison to the 
real income, which stagnated during the last four years. Our 
economic managers trytto ignore the costs of living, that is the 
general price level, by focusing their attention and that of 
observers cm the inflation rate itself, i.e. on the speed at winch 
costs of living climbs up. Even this manoeuvre is not working and 
should not fuel complacency because the rate of inflation has been 
higher than wage increases in the recent past. 

A combination of rising and spreading unemployment and high 
costs of living running for years must be duly seen as a formidable 
potential menace to social and political stability. The virions circle, 
of unemployment and high costs of living is corroborated by 
sluggish economic growth. During the period under study, our 
real growth rate was either negative or very low. To break this 
vicious circle economic growth must be greatly propelled as to 
provide hope for dampening high costs of firing and generating 
jobs in numbers adequate at least to stem unemployment at its 
present levels as a first step. 

To attain growth that is capable of doing that, we have to have a 
great investment boom (not, for example, tax boom). This boom 


is the key word in our present economic 

economic pob^do^not seem b ®^^® fay ^ile Jordanian 

"TS r^po^poning .he — - - " 

loans. We stopped economic deterioration. 

forward, foamoment of truth, or untruth, we 

was wrong with our economy was merely a set 

as an “overvalued** dinar, adnunistratively-controIW_ mterest 

rates, and subsidised prices of two or three 

smashed foe Jordan dinar by 50 per cent, 

hiked taxes and diluted price subsidies orremov^them, B* that 

did not work as we stfll have the 

unemployment, inflation and deficient growth. That was not the 
recipe b retwy ft those “distortions” were not the disease and the 
whole diagnosis was wrong. To our mind, the reape is investment 
and more and more of it. . . ■ T 

At this junction, the necessary investment revolution in Jordan 
can be achieved only through unprecedented «o no ™£ 
ism. Most of our economic policy measures have been either Tutfle 
or self-defeating because they have distorted foe investment 
climate or, at best, had nothing to do with it. It is high time for a. 
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Palestinians seek American 


clarifications, guarantees 


By Dan Ire&berg 


PALESTINIAN leaders are put- 
ting on a brave and defiant face 
on foe eve of crucial talks with 
American negotiators which 
could determine foe fate of the 
Mideast peace process. 

As they well know, the Amer- 
icans will have a difficult time 
bridging the diametrically 
opposed positions of the Israeli 
government and the Palestinian 
leadership. 

Key figures in East Jerusalem 
say one of their biggest fears is 
that the U.S. will sign two contra- 
dictory memoranda of under- 
standing to bring both sides to foe 
negotiating table, while at the 
same time sowing the seeds of 
future confusion and war. 

What they are insisting on are 
dear U.S. statements, in writing, 
on five basic demands which they 
describe as minimal conditions. 
However, they refuse to say 
whether the demands are minim- 
al conditions for attending the 
talks or, as some have put it with 
deliberate vagueness, minimal 
conditions for guaranteeing the 
success of the talk* 

The following are the issues 
and the answers the Palestinians 
want to hear from tfae Americans. 

— Designation of foe Palesti- 
nian delegation: al Najah Uni- 
versity political scientist Saeb 
Erakat makes no bones about it. 
“The PLO has the right to choose 
who will negotiate for the Palesti- 
nians,” he says. “It will be the 
only body to choose the repre- 
sentatives.” 

Mr. Erakat says “the mere 
talk” of an Israeli veto over the 
choice of Palestinian delegates is 
“humiliating, ridiculous and 
absurd. There has never be e n a 
situation in the history of conflict 
resolutions in which two enemies 
are about to sit down to make 
peace and one side chooses his 
own representatives and those of 
his enemy.” 

The Palestinians add that the 
PLO most be recognised as foe 
referent of the Palestinian nego- 
tiators so that foe delegates can 
refer any questions that arise 
during die talks to the PLO in 
Tunis. 

— East Jerusalem: The ques- 
tion of appointing a Palotiriaa 
representative to the delegation is 
finked to Palestinian insistence in 
general on their right to choose 
their own people. But, just like 
Israel's leaders, the Palestinians 

claim that the fete of the city is 
the most sensitive issue in the 
talks. “Jerusalem is like the heart 
of die Palestinians,** says Radwan 


Abu Ayyash, former head of the 
Arab Journalists’ Association and 
one of the local mainline pro- 
PLO leaders. The Palestinians 
insist that by banning an East 
Jerusalem representative from 
the talks, Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir is trying to decide the 
issue in advance and exclude it 
from negotiations altogether. 

— The substance of the talks: 
The Palestinians want the Amer- 
icans to give them concrete assur- 
ances that they interpret U.N. 
Resolutions 242 and 338 as mean- 
ing land for peace with regard to 
all foe territories captured by 
Israel in the 1967 war. “Shamir 
knows it’s either land or peace,” 
Mr. Erakat says. “So when he 
says "not one inch of land,’ he’s 
footing either himself or foe 
Israeli public, but he sure isn’t 
footing any Palestinian.” 

According to Mr. Abu Ayyash, 
the Palestinians do not need a 
peace conference to discuss im- 
proving their living conditions 
under occupation. “We can go to 
Danny Rothschild (coordinator 
of activities in foe administered 
territories) any time to ask for 
permission to build a few more 
factories in the West Bank and 
Gaza,” Mr. Abu Ayyash says. 
“We don’t need Baker for that.” 

— The transitional period: A 
key Palestinian fear is tha t Israel 
will perpetuate the transitional 
period of autonomy during which 
it is accepted by all sides that it 
will continue to maintain overrid- 
ing control of the West Bank and 
Gaza. The Palestinians want in- 
ternational guarantees that this 
will not happen. 

They also want a dear delinea-, 
tion of the phases to be carried 
out during the transitional period 
and they expect these phases to 
provide an ever increasing degree 
of independence for foe residents 
of the territories including control 
over water. land, the economy, 
education, internal security and 
freedom from arrest by Israeli 
soldiers. 

— Jewish settlements: The 
Palestinians want Jewish settle- 
ments stopped immediately. 
“Sudj a difficult peace process 
requires time,” Mr. Abu Ayyash 
says. “We can’t compete with the 
bulldozers of Arik Sharon or the 
flow of settlers into the occupied 
territories. Our aim is not to 
discuss autonomy of people only, 
but also sovereignty over the land 
and its natural resources. The 
settlements continue to create 
new geographical facts.” 

It should come as no surprise 
that Mr. Shamir's decision to 


attend the peace confe r ence has 
not softened Palestinian attitudes 
towards him. They mistrust him 
and his motives as much as ever. 

“Until two weeks ago, Shamir 
■was saying no to the peace con- 
ference until such and such condi- 
tions were met,” says Mr. Era- 
kat. ‘Today, Shamir is saying yes 
to the peace conference if the 
same conditions are met. The 
Americans have decided to; 
accept tins as a yes. I don't know' 
who the bell is fooling who. 
Either Israel is fooling foe U.S. 
or the U.S. b footing Israel. 

“Peace requires nothing more 
than a genuine desire, sanity and 
statesmanship,” continues Mr. 
Erakat. “As evident from Sha- 
mir’s games, be lacks all three.” 

The bottom line of the Palesti- 
nian assessment is that Mr. Sha- 
mir wants peace with Syria but 
not with the Palestinians. They 
also fear that he has found a 
willing partner in President Hafez 
Al Assad. 


“Shamir is looking for Camp 
David IH," Mr. Abu Ayyash 
says. “Camp David I neutralised 
Egypt through peace. Camp 
David II neutralised Iraq through 
war. Now they want Camp David 
in with Syria. The Syrians had 
two alternatives to choose from. 
They have chosen the Egyptian.” 
As they describe the situation, 
foe Palestinians make it sound as 
though they are largely depen- 
dent 00 the goodwill erf foe Amer- 
icans. Although some leaders 
give President George Bush high- 
er marks for “fairness” to the 
Palestinian than his predecessors, 
they ail express wariness regard- 
ing U.S. intentions. 

“So far.” Mr. Erakat says, “the 
Bush administration has sided 
with Israel. That’s a fact. The 
Palestinians realise bow one- 
sided foe U.S. position is and it 
will show very soon, if the Amer- 
icans decide to accept Shamir's 
demand to exclude East Jeru- 
salem from the talks.” 

What indeed will happen if the 
U.S. refuses to meet the Palesti- 
nian demands? WiE they stay 
away from the talks? Mr. Abu 
Ayyash and Mr. Erakat do not 


rule out the possibility. 

“I do not think the Palestinians 


are in a take-it-or-leave-it situa- 
tion,” Mr. Erakat says. “What 
we want is genuine peace.” 
According to Mr. Abu Ayyash, 
“It is obvious that the Palesti- 
nians are not rejecting the peace 
process. We are saying we are 
willing to oome if our minimum 
national demands are met.” — 
The Jerusalem Post. 


Hostage release reflects winds 


of change in Mideast diplomacy 


By Tom Roam 

The Associated Press 


KENNEBUNKPORT — It 
wouldn’t have been likely a year 
ago: The U.S. president pubhdy 
praising Syria, Lebanon and even 
Iran. But President Bosh did just 
that Sunday in hailing foe release 
of hostage Edward Tracy. 

Relations between foe United 
States and these former U.S. 
antagonists are in transition, re^ 
fleeting new political realities and 
alignments in the Middle East in 
foe aftermath of foe Gulf war. 

Td like to express our appre- 
ciation to the government of Iran, 
which used its influence with the 
Lebanese groups involved in 
order to gain foe unconditional 
release of these hostages,” Presi- 
dent Bush told re porters. 

“And our thanks also go out to 
foe governments of Syria and 
Lebanon, both of which have 
facilitated this release," said foe 
president, discussing the hostage 
situation as he continued a sum- 
mer vacation at his oce&nside 
resort here. 

Although U.S. relations with 
Tehran are still rocky and remain 
strained with Lebanon, the most 
dramatic change has come in the 
U.S. attitude toward Hafez 
Assad’s Syria. 

. In feet, the first White House 
statement co nfi rming Tracy’s re- 
lease credited the Syrian govern- 
ment with informing the United 
States of the development 

And even though Tracy initial- 
ly was released in Beirut, be was 
token to Damascus by Syrian 
officials to achieve his full 
freedom. 

U.S. officials credit President 
Assad with helping to handle the 
release of Tracy. And they have 
voiced pleasure with his agree- 
ment last month to a U.S. formu- 
la for Middle East peace talks — 
a decision which broke a logjam 
and led finally to the Israeli 
agreement in principle to join the 
talks. 

U.S. officials credit Syria’s de- 
cision to join foe U.S.-led coali- 
tion against Iraq a year ago with 


going a long way toward wanning 
relations between foe two states. 

The deteriorating influence of 
the Soviet Union on the world 
stage — and improving relations 
between Washington and Mos- 
cow — also helped speed the 
process. 

In a bold move, and one that 
was viewed with some alarm by 
Israel, President Bush met in 
Geneva last November with Pres- 
ident Assad to discuss the Gulf 


eras. 

It was the first time a U.S. 
president had met with a Syrian 
head of state in more than a 
decade. And since that meeting, 
relations with Syria have steadily 
improved.. 

A U.S. official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said Sun- 
day that the president took de- 
liberate care in separating his 
thanks to Iran for using “its influ- 
ence” and his praise for Syria and 
Lebanon for having “facilitated 
this release.” 

“The president believes that 
Iran is stfll the main country with 
mfinencp over the hostage-tak- 
cis, ” tiie official said. 

President Bush feels the gov- 
ernments of both Syria and Leba- 
non genuinely want to see tiie 
Western hostages released, but 
that Iran remains ambivalent, foe 
official said. 

For his part. President Bush 
said: “The Iranians win say that 
they’re not bolding these people 
and, indeed, I think they have 
been helpful here. But to be 
really helpful, we’d like to see the 
release of all these Americans.” 

The president said relations 
with Iran cannot be normalised 
until the remaining hostages are 
freed. 

The differences were under- 
scored on Sunday by Kama! 
Khsnzzj, Iran’s ambassador to 
the United Nations. Appearing 
on CBS’ “Face the Nation,” he 
said that Israel, not Iran, bolds 
the key to assuring that remaining 
Western hostages are released. 

“We have limited influence,” 
he said. And, while he said ids 
government wanted to be helpful 


in seeing that more hostages are 
released, “we understand that (a) 
hostile policy is exercised by Un- 
ited States against my country.”. 

The United States has foil di- 
plomatic relations with Syria and 
Lebanon, bat deals with Iranonly 
through third parties, principally 
foe Swiss government. 

The Arab coalition assembled 
by Bush and Secretary of State 
James A. Baker HI to confront 
Iraq dramatically changed histor- 
ic alignments in the Middle East 
No longer was the United Stoles 
identified almost exclusively with 
Israeli interests in the region. 

In fact, President Bush seemed 
to go out of his way to suggest 
that Israel also release prisoners 
that foe Arab World considers to 
be hostages. 

‘Tm saying everybody that is 
held as a hostage should be re- 
leased by every country, whichev- 
er it is,” he said. 

President Bush said he didn't 
know the exact reason why Tracy 
was released by the group calling 
itself the Revolutionary Justice 
Organisation, even though he 
noted playfully: *1 know a tittle 
more than Tm saying.” 

- 'But the president said he belt- 
ved that foe improving mood 
for peace in the area was a 
contributing factor. 

“I think if there’s any overall 
blanket kind of reason to be 
optimistic, it might be that people 
around the world see that there’s 
a good chance that ancient ene- 
mies will sit down and talk 
peace,” President Bush said. 
“And perhaps that is encourag- 
ing, this forward motion.” 

Even so, Mr. Bosh said he 
didn’t want to express too umJi 
satisfaction, since five Americans 
are stfll being held in Lebanon 
and the situation remains so vola- 
tile. 

“This situation is so fluid that 
none of us can keep up with it, 
and Lebanon is a long way 
away.” said Peggy Say, sister of^ 
the longest-held hostage, chief 
AP Middle East correspondent 
Terry Anderson. 
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Yugoslav settlement talks 


still a long way off 


By 


Richard Balmforth 

Reuter 


BELGRADE — Yugoslavia’s fu- 
ture remains fraught with uncer- 
tainty as a ceasefire between 
armed Serbs and Croats in rebel 
Croatia teeters on foe brink of 
collapse. 

The crash of mortars and foe 
rattle of gunfire echo nightly 
across Croatia's hills, valleys and 
cornfields despite foe truce de- 
clared by federal leaders on Aug. 

On Saturday night two men 
were killed in mortar attacks by 
Serbs opposed to Croatia’s bid to 
secede from the federation. 

The nationalist leaderships of 
Croatia and Serbia — the latter 
holding a stronger hand after 
territorial gains fry better-armed 
Serbian fighters — refuse to back 
down from irreconcilable stands. 

Political talks among Yugosla- 
via's six feuding republics, a 
logical next step if foe ceasefire 
bolds, seem doomed from the 
start. 

“Everybody agrees Yugoslavia 
cannot remain what it is now. But 
getting talks going in the present 
climate is going to be very hard.” 
said a diplomat in Belgrade. 

“The ’who, where and when' is 
what nobody is talking about J” 

At least 300 people have been 
killed in Yugoslavia since Croatia 
and Slovenia declared their inde- 
pendence on June 25. incurring 
tiie wrath of Serbia, the biggest 
republic. 


de- 
and of 


led by 


More than 200 of them have 
died in Croatia, where militia 
from the 600,000-strong Serbian 
community, staunchly national- 
ist, have dashed with police and 
national guardsmen. 

The Serbs’ gains have left them 
firmly in control of the Krajina 
region, a wedge in the heart of 
Croatia where Serbs have 
dared their autonomy, 
parts of eastern Croatia 

Croatia says Serbia, uv 

President Slobodan Milosevic, is 
using foe rebels and the federal 
army to fulfil a dream of creatine 
a greater Serbian state. 6 

Yugoslavia's collective pres- 
idency is pressing ahead with 
attempts to enforce the Aug 7 
truce against all foe odds. 

Ceasefire commission officials 
have set up crisis centres in flash- 
point areas. Exchanges have be- 
gun of prisoners token ' 
weeks of fighting. 

As part of follow-up stem 
under foe ceasefire. Serf) com! 
munity leaders are once more 
talking to Croats — vital if anv 
mutual trust is to be restored in 
Croatia s badl and^ 

But a minefield of sensitive 
negotiations hes ahead of cease! 
fire commission officials. One 
^ «u!d reignite large-scale 

t« 1 lSS annCd UnitS have refused 

to withdraw out of range of Sdr 

enMajPs gun*, tet alo^ d*!™ 

- wfll be relucW^' 


in six 


scale down hs farces whaTv^^! 


lav army units remain deployed 
around foe republic. 

Federal authorities sent the 
army in to act as a buffer but 
Croatia says it has helped Serb 
guerrillas and it wants foe federal 
troops back in barracks. 

Croatia holds few cards,- 
however. President Franjo Tudj- 
toan is not happy with the terms 
of the truce but he dare not pufl 
the rug out from under it. 

That could lose Croatia the . 
support of the international com- 
munity, which it needs to exert 
pressure on Serbia. 

The European Community and . 
the 35-nation conference on 
security and cooperation in ■ 
Europe say they are prepared to 
continue playing a part in shoring: 
up peace efforts. \ 

Yugoslav Prime Minister Ante 
Markovic says a summit. Of foe-' 
eight-member presidency and foe 
heads of the federations's sbr re-*, 
publics and two provinces could-; 
be a next step. But all previous 
summits of the type collapsed fay 
mutual bickering: - "T 

Croatia’s problem is bow to ’ 
force Serbs to rafmqriisfr fly tefrfc- 
they have sored. ■> 

Tudjman has vowed . Croatia.' 
wui not yield an Inch of land at 
n egotiating toMe nor com- 
promise in its cfetenninatioD ltd 
break out erf the Balkan .federar • 
tion. ■ 

Serbia, led by,haidfrqer.3bbo-^ 
™ Milosevic,' says itr wifi/ sot.:, 
block Croatia's 
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. . vx ^Cantip tap d from page 1) - 
• Iraq eventually accepted the 
; uncompromising terms of the 
.y&gasxky Conncfi ceasefire which 
’ defers it among other things to 
-scrap its weapons of 'mass des- 
tniction and pay the emirate and 
-others massive compensation. 

■“T hey said they considered 
■ that resolution to he unjust, not 
, ; ^yen-banded,, but still they 
•. ■accepted it,” one said. 

: V Britain said Tuesday it win not 
. •'.release Iraqi banknotes printed in 
. Britain before sanctions were im- 
posed but reiterated its willing- 
ness to unfreeze some Iraqi assets 


“i. return for the release of a 
jailed Briton. 

The Foreign Office said in a- 
state merit Britain would release 
"significant assets for humanita- 
rian purposes/' if Iraq freed 
businessman Ian Richter. Mr. 
Richter has been jailed in Iraq for 
five years on bribery charges. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
denied that Britain bad changed 
its policy of not doing deals over 
“hostages" or other detained 
nationals. 

“We are not haggling over the 
future of an innocent individual. 


We are talking about using lever- 
age," a Foreign Office spokes- 
man said. 

There was no immediate word 
on the amount of Iraqi assets 
frozen in Britain or the amount 
Britain would be prepared to 
release. 

Iraq's Minister of state for 
Foreign Affairs Mohmmad Said 
A! Sahaf, hinted Mnday that Iraq 
might be prepared to release Mr. 
Richter if all assets and Iraqi 
banknotes printed in Britain were 
freed to relieve conditions the 
Iraqi people face because of the 
continued sanctions. 


U.N. chief sees basis for deal over hostages 


■ (Contfeeud from page 1) 

-JU.N. contacts with the kidnap- 
pers 00 behalf of the Israeli gov- 
ernment. 

■' Mr- Perez de Cuellar (fid not 
say who. Israel would send to 
Geneva for the meeting Wednes- 
day, bur there was no indication 
anyone other than Mr. Lubrani 
and Mr. Bein would be tapped. 

“Of oomse it is worth con- 
tinuing contacts/* Mr. Bein said 
earlier of the discussions with the 
U.N. chief. 

Tehran Radio accused Israel of 
blocking resolution of the crisis 
by insisting on the return of the 
seven soldiers. 

But the radio also suggested 
the crisis may be near a solution 
anyway because the captives have 
served their purpose — raising 
awareness of “Israel's brutal poli- 
cies.” . 

The White House adopted a 
low profile on 'die hostage situa- 
tion Tuesday, saying the United 
, Shoes has played no direct role in 
negotiations but has no objection 
to a deal by others. 

.. “We have nothing new to re- 
' port,’* said White House spokes- 
man Doug Davidson when asked 
about reports of the behind-the- 
scenes deal. 

. “Our policy is that we will not 
negotiate for the release of hos- 
. tages,” Mr. Davidson said, “but 
we will not tell others what to do" 
if they were willing to make a 
deal. 

Despite the official U.S. poli- 
cy, President George Bush as 
recently as Sunday publicly prod- 
ded Israel to release some Arabs 
now in prison. Although he did 
not identify. Israel by name, Mr. 
Bush’s definition of innocent cap- 
tives held in the region applied to 
some held by^tfec U.5. afly^j 
A Palestinian group said it was 
willing to swap± the body of -an 
Israeli soldier for Arab prisoners 
held by the Jewish- state. 

. . “We have the body of Sergeaqt 
' Samir Assad of -the Israeli army 
and we are willing to conduct 
negotiations through the ICRC 
. (International Committee of the 
Red Cross) to exchange it with 
Arab prisoners - held by the 
Israelis/* said n spokesman for 
the Democratic Front for die 


Liberation of Palestine (DFLP). 

The DFLP said SgL Assad, one 
of the seven Israelis missing in 
Lebanon, was captured alive but 
killed in an Israel air raid. 

The DFLP spokesman said Sgt. 
Assad was killed during an Israeli 
air raid on a DFLP position on 
Rabbit Island near the northern 
Lebanese city of Tripoli. 

The spokesman said the DFLP 
had nothing to do with the issue - 
of Western hostages and the 
Israeli soldier, captured in 19&4, 
had been held as a prisoner-of- 
war. 

“We oppose hostage taking. 
The Israeli soldier (whose body) 
we hold.. .was captured when 
Israeli occupation troops were 
attacking Palestinian position in 
southern Lebanon,” the 
Damascus-based group’s spokes- 
man said. 

The spokesman said an ICRC 
representative visited the cap- 
tured Israeli before he was killed 
and a video-taped interview with 
him had been sent to his family as 
well as several letters. 

Freed hostage Tracy has de- 
cided to return to the United 
• States, officials said Tuesday. 

Mr. Tracy. 63, has undergone 
two days of psychiatric and 
physical testing at a U.S. air force 
hospital in Germany after being 
freed from a five-year captivity 
Sunday. 

John Wood house, spokesman 
for the hsotage release media 
centre in Wiesbaden, said Mr. 
Tracy would be leaving for the 
Boston area Wednesday morn- 
ing, accompanied by medical per- 
sonnel and a State Department 
team that has been debriefing 

Him . 

A day earlier, Wiesbaden hos- 
pital chief Earl. W. Ferguson said 
Mr. Tracy will, likely require 
psychiatric counselling to help 
him make the emotional transi- 
tion from captivity to freedom. 

“I anticipate that that will be 
necessary in the future for him, 
just like it is for many hostages," 
Colonel Ferguson said at the 
time. 

After his release, Mr. Tracy 
was disoriented, stumbled and 
had trouble completing sent- 
ences. 


News reports in Israel sug- 
gested it was being asked by the 
United Nations to free some 
Arab prisoners, thereby paving 
the way for the release of West- 
ern hostages and Israeli service- 
men. 

Israel has long insisted it would 
only free Arab prisoners once its 
seven servicemen are released or 
their remains are returned. This 
week, Israel appeared to show 
more flexibility — including a 
willingness to consider releases in 
exchange for an accounting of its 
missing men. 

On Monday, the U.N. chief 
seemed encouraged about the 
Lebanese kidnappers' letter. He 
said that after reading it be was 
“a little more hopeful than be- 
fore." But when asked if he 
thought an end to the hostage 
crisis was near, he said: “1 would 
not say near but nearer than 
before.” 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens also said he saw 
reason for optimism because the 
kidnappers were seeking U.N. 
mediation. 

“The fact that this organisation 
of the extreme Shiites says it is 
ready to reach a deal, and that 
the secretary-general has come 
into the picture, gives an opening 
for hope,” he said. 

He denied news reports that 
Israel was already negotiating a 
trade. 

Israel and its Lebanese militia 
allies hold 2 bout 400 Lebanese 
detainees. Israel also holds nearly 
9,000 Palestinians in the occupied 
territories. 

The letter from Islamic Jihad, 
the group holding Americans 
Terry Anderson and Thomas 
Sutherland and Briton Terry 
Waite, was carried out of Leba- 
non by Mr. McCarthy. 

The letter said freedom for the 
captives depended on the release 
of all detainees worldwide, in- 
cluding those in Europe and 
occupied Palestine. 

The letter did not identify the 
detainees, but they are believed 
to indude Arabs held in the 
occupied territories, two 
Lebanese brothers jailed in Ger- 
many and another Arab impris- 
oned in Switzerland. 


Alert at New York nuclear plant 


• ( Codawd from page 1) 
second-highest level of emergen- 
cy* -- 

The NRC has four levels of 
emerg en cy. A general emergency 
fctbe most serious, followed by a 
site area emergency. The next 
level is" an alert, followed by an 
unusual event. 

■ Peter Slocum, ^'spokesman for 
the state disaster Preparedness 


commission and the State Health 
department, said officials were 
notified about 6:20 a.m. (1020 
GMT) that enough power had 
been restored at Nine Mile that 
teefankians could tell the reactor 
was being shut down safely. 

“We all breathed easier at that 
point," Mr. Slocum said. 

The Nine MQe Point plant is on 
the shore of Lake Ontario about 


50 kilometres north of Syracuse. 
It is owned by a consortium of 
utilities in New York and oper- 
ated by Niagara Mohawk. 

About 1,000 people are em- 
ployed at the plant. 

Niagara Mohawk, which also 
operates natural gas, hydroelec- 
tric, coal-and oU-bupng plants, 
serves nearly two million custom- 
ers in upstate New York. 


America needs the Democrats to think creatively 


By E.J. Dionne 

WASHINGTON — All that talk 
about George Bush’s impending 
landslide is enough to make you 
think the 1992 election is going to 
be organised along pre-glasnost 
Soviet lines. The president is 
invincible, the Democrats are 
hapless, there will be no excite- 
ment. so why bother? 

You would never know from 
this that Americans sense that the 
country is on the wrong tack, 
according to all the polls. 

Nor would you imagine that 
people have just gone through a 
recession, faced collapse in a 
sector of the banking system, 
suffered from waves of murder, 
drug abuse and family breakup in 
the cities, wondered, how tong 
the health care system would bold 
up and worried that America just 
can’t back it against foreign com- 
petition. Won't these questions 
come up during the 1992 cam- 
paign? 

The problem with the way most 
Americans are looking at 1992 is 
that they assume that all that is at 
stake is whether Mr. Bush will 
win — an awfully one- 
dimensional view of democracy. 
Because campaigns have been so 
empty for so long, people seem to 
have forgotten that elections are 
also supposed to be occasions 
when citizens try <0 figure out 
where their country has been and 
where it should be going — to 
figure out , in other words, bow to 
solve some problems. 

The interesting thing about the 
1992 election is that it comes at a 
time of real ferment in thinking 
about politics and public policy. 
Not only are voters tired of the 
same old stuff, but so are politi- 
cians and policy gurus. 

For Democrats, the question 
is: 'MTU they continue to be the 


party that never misses an oppor- 
tunity to miss an opportunity, or 
will they have the good sense to 
try something new? Whatever 
you think of the Democrats' 
chances, they will really stand no 
chance at all if the debate lum- 
bers along at its current pace on 
the issues that Mr. George Bush 
chooses to put before the coun- 
try. 

If the debate is over “no more 
new taxes" and not over who to 
raise them on and who to cut 
them on, the Democrats lose. If 
the debate is over incremental 
changes in the federal budget 
rather than what people really 
want the government to do, the 
Democrats lose again. The 
Democrats strike out if the cam- 
paign is dominated by talk about 
racial quotas rather than by a 
broader discussion about bow to 
improve the job opportunities, 
education, training and health 
care of ail Americans. 

Note that the Democrats are in 
trouble even before foreign poli- 
cy, President Bush's strong suit, 
gets into the equation. 

In short, the challenge for 
Democrats is to use this campaign 
the way they have not used past 
campaigns: to try to alter the 
terms of debate. 

Mr. Bush took a lot of grief 
over the kind of campaign he ran 
in 1988. It was. indeed, a rotten 
campaign, but in truth the dismal 
nature of the dialogue owed a lot 
to the Democrats' abject failure 
to hold up their end of the de- 
bate. 

“The problem for the Demo- 
crats is that we've had this series 
of one-shoi campaigns” says Jeff 
Faux, president of the liberal 
Economic Policy Institute. "All 
the dedication and sweat and 
tears is an investment in nothing. 


It only becomes an investment in 
something if you're defining ideas 
people believe in." 

There are actually some Re- 
publicans and conservatives hop- 
ing that the Democrats really mil 
try to shake things up. They, 
worry that the president’s seem- 
ing indifference to domestic poli- 
cy is not only bad for the country 
bat also bad politics. 

“If Bush doesn't take the initia- 
tive in these areas." said Stuart 
Butler, director of domestic and 
economic policy studies at the 
conservative Heritage Founda- 
tion, “then he basically gives the 
Democrats an opportunity to try 
out things in a low-key way, to 
see what works and then to go 
with it.” 

After years of ignoring what 
government might do to to solve 
problems, conservatives like 
Housing Secretary Jack Kemp, 
Education Secretary I .a mar Alex- 
ander and Health and Human 
Services Secretary Louis Sullivan 
are trying to figure out what 
energetic conservative govern- 
ment might look like. 

And many Democrats are 
starting to understand that unless 
they find ways of making govern- 
ment work better, popular confi- 
dence in the whole liberal project 
will continue to decline. 

Mr. Faux notes that with last 
year’s budget deal expiring in 
1993, the 1992 campaign is the 
right time for a challenge to the 
Bush administration’s priorities. 
For a decade, conservatives in the 
.White House have railed against 
federal spending and “big gov- 
ernment,” white usually backing 
away from real cuts in popular 
programmes, notably Social 
Security. The Democrats might 
enjoy a campaign in which they 
called the Republicans' bluff, 
challenging them to put up real 


spending cuts or to shut up about 
“big government.” 

And in such a campaign. 
Democrats could reinforce a 
point that helped them politically 
during last year’s budget crisis: 
that, unlike Republicans, they 
are willing to tax the rich more in 
order to tax the middle class a 
little less. 

Democrats could then move to 
discuss what government should 
be doing to encourage Americans 
to invest in themselves. Expand- 
ing student loans is one place to 
start. 

Consider this idea, increasingly 
gaining ground among Demo- 
crats: Guarantee that students 
who get into college can get a 
loan at a non-usurious interest 
rate, which would ease the wor- 
ries of a great many middle-class 
parents; and encourage them to 
pay back the loans with time 
instead of monesy — as cops, 
teachers, doctors in poor neigh- 
bourhoods — which would show 
that Democrats understand that 
getting public help carries respon- 
sibilities. 

The country also needs a de- 
bate about health care. Three 
broad approaches already are 
available: scrapping the current 
system in favour of a 
government-financed “single 
payer" system along Canadian 
lines; requiring all busineses to 
provide health insurance for their 
employees; and (a Heritage 
Foundation suggestion) ending 
the tax breaks now enjoyed only 
by people whose companies buy 
them health insurance, and using 
the proceeds to help everyone 
buy insurance. 

There are political risks to en- 
dorsing any of these approaches. 
But what kind of a democracy is it 
if it doesn't give the voters some 
chance, through the electoral de- 


bate, in shaping a new health 
system that will affect everyone? 

Democrats need to reassure 
the country of their minimal com- 
petence in foreign affairs. But at 
the moment they would be doing 
well if they simply got the country 
talking about domestic problems. 

The Democrats’ deepest diffi- 
culty is that they are so shell- 
shocked from presidential elec- 
tion defeats that they have lost 
the gift that used to be their 
party’s greatest asset: a proclivity 
for experimentation and creativ- 
ity. Democrats in Congress have 
been so locked in by divided 
government and budget con- 
straints that until very recently 
they have been more concerned 
with thinking “practically” than 
thinking boldly. 

“The New Deal was a very 
experimental period — for every 
two policies they tried, they re- 
jected five/’ says Celinda Lake, a 
Democratic poll taker. “Because 
they had a lot of plans on the 
table, they could reject and cut 
loose from ideas that didn't 
work." Democrats need to start 
putting things on the table again. 

Conservatives could improve 
the tenor of policy discussion by 
arguing, as Dr. Sullivan and Mr. 
Kemp often do. that solving so- 
cial problems requires not only 
money but also an emphasis on 
“character" and personal respon- 
sibility. 

It will be objected that modern 
media campaign makes it im- 
possible for anyone to talk in a 
serious way about serious prob- 
lems. But my bet is that voters 
are frustrated enough over failure 
to solve domestic problems that a 
candidate who spoke plainly and 
substantively would have a 
chance at capturing the popular 
imagination. — the Washington 
Post. 


Is old medicine new medicine? 


1 THE World Health Organisation 
j (WHO) estimates that by the 
I year 2000, over 90 per cent of 
AIDS cases will occur in Third 
World countries where Western 
] — allopathic — medicine is either 
, unavailable or unaffordable, and 
! nearly 80 per cent of the popula- 
tion is primarily treated by tradi- 
tional healers: indigenous health 
workers who inherit their natural- 
ly-based remedies from ancestral 
practices. 

According to WHO, tradition- 
al healers are rising folk medi- 
cines with some success in treat- 
ing AIDS-related illness in all its 
regions, particularly China and 
Africa. The organisation has long 
acknowledged the potential value . 
of traditional healers in contribut-, 
ing to health care services in de- 
veloping countries. One of the 
objectives of its Traditional 
Medicine Programme, estab- 
lished in 1976, is “to explore the 
merits of traditional medicine in 
the light of modem science in 
order to maximise useful and 
effective practices and discourage 
harmful ones ... " 

Now die AIDS pandemic is 
stimulating international dialogue 
and research on alternative (noo- 
Westero) treatments for HIV dis- 
ease. The collaboration between 
modern scientists and traditional 
healers investigating naturally- 
based therapies that are benefi- 


cial, cheap and can be delivered 
with little technical support will 
have global implications for treat- 
ing HTV infection and illness. 

Researchers are optimistic that 
important discoveries for the 
treatment of HIV disease will be 
made when traditional medicines 
are systematically studied. Of 110 
plant-derived drags in profession- 
al use throughout the world, two- 
thirds were investigated, subse- 
quently synthesised, and mar- 
keted because of their reputed 
•benefits in traditional practice. 

Traditional healers are more 
than dispensers of medkanes. Re- 
spected as teachers and makers of 
public opinion in their communi- 
ties, their valuable role in AIDS 
prevention and care is still untap- 
ped. And for those ill with AIDS, 
the connselling and spiritual com- 
fort they provide can never be 
scientifically quantified. 

A Kenyan woman (who recent- 
ly died from the disease) wrote: 
“I am taking medications they 
give me at the pharmacy. They 
are very expensive, but I always 
save enough money to go to my 
traditional healer. She makes me 
feel easier and sometimes her 
medicine helps when nothing else 
works. I have also taken my two 
daughters to her for counselling 
and I know she will help them 
when I am gone." 

In the North, too, there is new 


interest in alternative treatments, 
as both the scientific co mmuni ty 
and people infected with the virus 
face the sober truth that Western 
science has yet to discover a cure 
for HIV infection or a lasting and 
benign treatment for AIDS. 

While the investigation into 
alternative therapies is merely a 
pragmatic choice for some, for 
many people AIDS (Humiliates 
the urgent need for mankind to 
use the full breadth of the 
planet’s intellectual resources to 
address the disease — whether 
wisdom conies from the Nigerian 
bush, Brazilian rainforests, Ari- 
zona Indian pueblos, laboratories f 
of the U.S. National Institute of 
Health or from behind the Great 
Wall of anna. 

Green Cross, Inc. is a U.S. 
NGO committed to examining 
the healing traditions of all cul- 
tures and finding common ele- 
ments that are accessible to West- 
ern scientific inquiry. 

According to its journal 
“Ancient Roots: a modern medi- 
rine,” which published a cross- 
cultural discussion on AIDS in 
1990, “We are fo r gin g ahead with 
a common heritage and a com- 
mon purpose: to join our ances- 
tors’ medicine with our modem 

scientific knowledge and pass this 
amalgamation onto our chil- 
dren." — World AIDS 
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Herb seller in Lusaka: Fart of a popular cutture (F He photo) 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-tO 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR A SONS 

.604676 604696 



r Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur-1 
nfshed. 

f Also many tots of land are| 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
- call 

lAbdonn 


Real 


fret 810605, 610609, 
“ 810528a 



The first & best 
e- Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
‘ Ahfyyah Girls School 

Ft»l 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

7:00 - Midnight 

ToLtJMM 


NC' 



Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmafsani - Grindteys Bank Bkig 
Tel. 669 457 


' CHEN’S x 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12*00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

v 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servich 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

si*m 30% tmgpmr 

• From mniargo- 
20 m 30 cm 


Shmdsaoi - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 623891 


MAMDA81N RESTAURANT 1 

Special Chase Foods 
SUM Chinese Chefs 




[Open A rvOO-lI M) ,fa£fr| 

wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

I Tel 661922, A mman 

fact luttd 
AfcMys Lcued 





RENT 

Saucfi Real Estate 


QO£jOQ 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 




CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 




The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room..! 


IIAUOTEL 

(Infills 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Expatriates and 

Businessmen 
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U.S. doses gap on Cuba’s 
Pan Am gold advantage 



Chang overcomes Pernfor s , Rostagno 
beats Garrow in Volvo International 


HAVANA (R) — If Haystacks 
; Calhoun ever sat on him, he'd 
' just be a grease spot on the rug. 

■ He wouldn’t even make a decent 
meal for Andre the giant. But 

■ here comes Brad Penrith, 125, 
1-2 pounds (57 kilogrammes) and 
the biggest thing in wrestling. 

Penrith pulled off one of the 
biggest upsets of the Pan Amer- 
ican Games Monday, beating 
' world champion Alejandro Puer- 
to of Cuba in freestyle wrestling 

■ and leading the U.S. team to 
seven gold medals. 

“This is probably the most phe- 

* nomenal performance in wrest- 

■ ling during the games, and, con- 
: sidering where it happened, 

maybe the most phenomenal per- 
formance in U.S. wrestling in the 
last two or three years,” said U.S. 
World Champion wrestler John 
Smith, also a gold medalist. 

The United States won two of 
three matchups with Cubans and. 
along with a five-race sweep by 
U.S. swimmers, led the onslaught 
’ on Cuba's gold-medal advantage 
- in the games. 

"Everyone the wrestlers, the 
baseball team, the divers, the 

* trainers — is saying, Tm glad the 
; swimmers are here. We need 
1 more gold’,” said Ashley Tapp in. 

a 16-year-old U.S. swimmer who 
’ opened the competition by win- 


ning the 100 freestyle. 

With six days left in the games, 
the United States led Cuba in 
overall medals 266,223, but still 
trailed in golds 113-99. 

The U.S. men's basketball 
team took another step toward 
the gold with a 114-68 victory 
over Uruguay, earning a spot in 
the semifinals against Puerto 
Rico Thursday. The other semi- 
final will match Cuba against 
Mexico. The gold medal same 
will be played Saturday. 

America’s baseball team beat 
Nicaragua 5-4, and the United 
States also had two boxers in 
action. Patrice Brooks won at 132 
pounds (60 kilogrammes) and 
Aristead Clayton lost at 119 (54). 
The United States still has seven 
of 12 boxers in contention for 
medals. 

Kevin Jackson, at 18016 
pounds (81.5 kilogrammes), also 
beat a Cuban, Orianbo Hernan- 
dez, 2-0, while Chris Campbell, a 
36-year-old lawyer who wrestles 
at 198 pounds (89.5 kilogram- 
mes). lost a 2-1 decision to Cuban 
Roberto Limonta. The Cuban 
scored at 1-point takedown for 
the victory with 23 seconds gone 
in overtime. 

Afterwards, Campbell said that 
he suspected Limonta was “5-10 


World Championships is 
new ballgame for Burrell 


MALMO, Sweden (AP) — 
Leroy Burrell has held the world 
100-metre record since June 14 
and has a 3-0 edge over U.S. 
teammate Carl Lewis in head-to- 
bead meetings in that distance 
this season. 

; But he's not over-confident as 
; he prepares for his first world 
championships. The meet starts 
" in Tokyo on Aug. 24. 

"It’s nice to go into the worlds 
with a winning streak, but any- 
body can beat me,” Burrell says. 

- “There are so many good sprin- 
' ters out there. 

"It’s a totally different race. 

, There are so many factors in- 
volved. Anything can happen. 
•Everybody will be extermely 

• motivated.” 

„ Burrell, who also qualified for 
; the 200 in Tokyo, beat Lewis in 
back-to-back 100s last week in 
this southern Swedish city and in 
' Zurich, Switzerland. 

, . . It would be a confidence boos- 
; ter for most sprinters, beating 

• perhaps the most experienced 
! sprinter in history three straight 
j times before the most important 
; race of your career. 

• “But it doesn't necessarily 

■ mean that,” Burrell says. "The 
worlds is so much bigger than 

, Grand Prix meets. “It’s not a 
; confidence booster if you haven’t 

■ been through it before. 

“1 haven’t been to a World 
; Championship yet, so I don’t 
; really know what’s going to hap- 
; pen. I just hope that I can go 

■ there and run as fast as I can. If 
that happens there is a really 

, good probability that I win." 
Winning is something Burrell 

■ has done a lot in the past two 
'. seasons. Last year, he won 19 of 

22 finals in the 100, defeated 
; Lewis in the Goodwil Games for 
; the first time in six meetings and 
< capped his first No. 1 ranking. 

After setting a world indoor 
; mark at 60 metres (6.48 seconds) 
during a brief Eurbpean season in 

■ Madrid Feb. 13, the Santa Moni- 
’ ca Track Club speedster kept on 
, winning. He improved the win- 

■ rung times in his last four 100 
metre races before docking a 


world record 9.90 in the U.S. 
Championships in New York. 

Burrell may have the edge on 
Lewis now, but “you just can't 
count Carl out” in the 100, the 
world's fastest man says. 

Lewis, the only sprinter to win 
two Olympic and one World 
Championship 100-metre gold 
medal, thinks be will be ready for 
Tokyo. 

“I haven't run a good 100 this 
season and I'm counting the 
nationals,” says Lewis, who had a 
9.92 behind Burrell in New York 
two months ago. 

Lewis, who returned to Hous- 
ton from a European tour in July 
to recover from the flu and tight 
hamstrings, ran his sixth 100 of 
the year at Zurich. He is not 
expected to run any more before 
the worlds. 

“It’s not a matter of enough or 
not enough,” he says. “You have 
to be prepared no matter if you 
have 50 races or six races for the 
worhh championships. That’s 
really where the focus is.” 

Lewis, as usual, has been able 
to close his races very well. But 
his starts were less impressive in 
the European races. 

Burrell, who credits a lot of 
box drills for making him more 
explosive out of the blocks, also 
has been inconsistent at the start 
in his recent races. 

“Sometimes I hit the gun. 
Sometimes Tm out last,” he says. 

Ben Johnson, who used to be 
extermely fast out of the blocks, 
will not be competing in any 
individual race in Tokyo, having 
finished fourth in the Canadian 
trials struggling all season long as 
a drug-free sprinter. 

Burrell won’t miss Johnson, 
who was banned two years after 
testing positive for steroids in the 
1988 Olympics. 

“The sprints have been domin- 
ated for the past two years by two 
very good athletes who deserve a 
lot more attention than a sub-par 
Ben Johnson,” Burrell says. 
“There are several high school 
kids who can run his time. I don’t 
think the guy deserves the atten- 
tion he gets.” 



GOREN BRIDGE 


! 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH K1RSCH 
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KNOW THINE ENEMY 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
4 A Q J 4 
TQ 9 7 2 
K 5 

* A J 10 

WEST EAST 

4832 4 K 9 7 6 

7 4 7 3 

:■ A J 9 6 2 7 8743 

4 K 7 5 3 *9864 

SOUTH 
4 10 5 

7AKJ 10 865 
v Q 10 

* Q 2 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 NT Poes 3 7 Pass 

3 4 Pass 4 NT Pass 

6 7 Pass 6 7 Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of 0 
It is a distinct advantage knowing 
the ability of the players in your 
game. There are hands you would 
declare one way if your opponents 
were experts and another if they 
were average players. Here's an ex- 
ample of what we mean. 

Let’s suppose that North-South 
reach six hearts via an auction such 
as the above. North's three spades 
was a cue-bid in support of hearts, 
showing a maximum no trump, good 
bump support and the ace of 
spades. Since h was likely North 
bad top contr-i!' '• 


suits as well. South elected to gam- 
ble out the slam on discovering that 
North held two aces. 

West leads the ace of diamonds, 
then shifts to a club. How would you 
play the hand if you knew West was 
an unseasoned defender? Would you 
do differently if Wegt was an excep- 
tionally fine player? 

Normal defense would be for 
West to continue diamonds, or shift 
to a trump. In that case, declarer 
would have to guess which black- 
suit finesse to take, and it would be a 
pure guess. The club switch, howev- 
er, puts it to declarer at trick two! 

Against an average defender, you 
should spurn the club finesse in fa- 
vor of the spade hook. Why? No 
ordinary player is going to shift to a 
club from the king looting at A J 10 
in dummy- 


pounds (2.5-S kilogrammes) 
overweight, and that would give 
him quite an advantage.” 

U.S. coach Bobby Douglas 
said the Americans had 
threatened to protest that the 
Cuban team was not following 
proper protocol in weighing in it’s 
wrestlers, “but they came back 
and cleaned it up, and we're, 
satisfied now.” 

While the wrestlers sent their 
best team to the Pan Am Gaines, 
the swimmers didn’t. It didn’t 
much matter on the first night of 
swimming competition. 

The United States' five gold 
medals included Pan Am records 
in the men's 200 freestyle by Eric 
Diehl and in the women’s 800 
freestyle relay. Diehl’s time of T 
minute, 49.67 seconds shaved <22 
off the record, and the team of 
Natalie Norberg, Barb Metz, 
Jane Ski liman and Lisa Jacob 
broke the other mark by nearly, 
two seconds in 8:11.47. 

Tappin and Megan Oesting 
scored the only 1-2 U.S. sweep, 
in the women's 100 freestyle. 

Immediately after their victory 
over Uruguay, the U.S. men’s 
basketball team left for Miami 
once again to practice until their 
game against Puerto Rico. 

Tracy Murray led the U.S. 
team with 16 points. 


Jordan 
to attend 
Asian 
volleyball 
talks 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian 
Volleyball Federation (JVF) will 
take part in the meetings of Asian 
federation due to be held in 
Thailand in September. 

JVF spokeman Shawqi A I 
Abdullat told the Jordan Times 
that Mr. Taiseer Arafa, the JVF 
president, is expected to repre- 
sent Jordan in these meetings 
which will deal with Asian events 
and its fixtures. 

He said that the JVF asked the 
Iraqi federation to organise series 
of friendly matches between the 
Jordanian national team and 
leading Iraqi dubs next Septem- 
ber and approved an invitation 
extended to A1 Sal am Sporting 
Club, Iraqi women’s leaguer 
champions to visit Jordan and 
meet Jordanian national women’s 
team in August. 


England drops 
bid to host 
World Cup 

LONDON (R) — The English 
Football Assodation (F.A.) have 
dropped their bid to host the 1998 
World Cup and decided to seek 
the 1996 European Cham- 
pionship finals instead. 

“We have dedded not to pro- 
ceed with our World Cup bid,” 
said F.A. spokesman Glen Kir- 
ton. 


NEW HAVEN, Connecticut 
(AP) — Michael Chang over- 
came a surprise attack by Mikael 
Perafors and a posssible third-set 
letdown for a win in an upset-free 
first day at the Volvo Internation- 
al. 

Pemfors, known primarily as a 
baseline player, went to the net 
after losing set 6-3 and caught 
Chang off-guard. 

“I wasn’t expecting that and he 
was able to capitalise on quite a 
few points,” said Chang, the 10th 
seed. 

When Chang couldn't power 
the ball past Pemfors, he floated 
it over him and eventually won, 
6-3, 5-7, 6-2. 

In other first-round matches 
Monday, ninth-seeded Derrick 
Rostagno, the defending cham- 
pion. mixed power hitting with 
off-speed shots to keep Brian 
Garrow off balance as be won 
6-3, 6-4. no.U-seeded Petr Korda 
of Czechoslovakia overcame a 
slow start to beat Jean-Philippe 
Fleurian of France in straight sets 
and 13th-seeded Omar Cam- 
porese of Italy defeated Austra- 
lian Wally Masur 4-6, 6-4, 6-4. 

Fifteenth-seeded Richard Kra- 
jicek of the Netherlands had nine 
aces en route to a 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 
victory over South Africa’s 
Christo Van Rensbuig; and 16th- 
seeded Marc Rosset of Switzer- 
land beat Australian Mark 
Woodforde, a semifinalist at the 


Volvo International last year, 6- 
4, 6-2. 

Twelfth-seeded Cristiano 
Caratti of Italy was the only seed 
out of the tournament. He with- 
drew because of stomach cramps 
before his first match. 

The successful march of 
favourites was a c on tr a st to last 
year when a slew of seeded play- 
ers, inducting Chang, Ivan Lendl 
and Brad Gilbert, were beaten 
early. Only one seed made it past 
the quarterfinals. 

But the only tiling that upset 
Chang Monday night was his 
inability to hit passing shots past 
Pemfors. 

“Every time I'd hit it, he’d be 
there. It was strange. I don't 
know whether he was gening in 
fast or I was reacting slow, but 
something wasn’t working well 
for me,” Chang said. “He co- 
vered.Tfie net really well.” 

Pemfors jumped to a 5-2 lead 
in the- second set. So Chang 
changed his tactics and started 
lobbing successfully over Pem- 
fors. He staved off set point four 
times and tied the set at 5-5. 

“I thought I was going to win in 
straight sets, but be hit some 
good shots and I missed some," 
Chang said. 

Pemfors gave up just one point 
in the final two games, including 
breaking Chang on straight points 
to take the second set. 

Chang was worried about a 



Michael Chang 

letdown, but won five straight 
games in the final set en route to 
the victory. 

“I just tried to get going fast in 
the third set and it seemed to 
work good,” Chang said. “I’m 
happy with the way the match 
went.” 


Basuki wins at Slims of Los Angeles 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) — 
Tenth-seeded Yayuk Basuki of 
Indonesia defeated Germany's 
Claudia Porwick 2-6 6-2 6-4 in the 
first round of the S350.000 Virgi- 
nia Slims of Los Angeles 
women’s tennis tournament. 

Top-seeded Monica Seles of 
Yugoslavia, who regained the 
world’s number one computer 
ranking Monday from Germany’s 
Steffi Graf due to the system’s 
complicated mathematics, faces 
South African Etna Rctnacb in 
the second round. The top eight 
seeds received first round byes in 
the 56-player, hardcourt tourna- 
ment. 

Second-seeded Gabriela Saba- 
tini of Argentina, who retired 
from her semifinal match at the 
Canadian Open last week due to 
a blister, is scheduled to start 


against the winner of the match 
between South African Ros Fair- 
ban k-Wi defier and American Pat- 
ricia Hy. 

South African Amanda Coet- 
zer upset 14th -seeded Regina Ra- 
jdurtova of Czechoslovakia 6-4 
7-5 in a first round match. 

Three British players were 
beaten in the first round, as 
Reinach eliminated dare Wood 
5-7 6-1 6-3 and both Monique 
Javer and Sara Gomer were 
beaten in straight sets. 

Basuki, who has won two tourna- 
ments and increased her ranking 
from number 273 to number 39 
this year, squandered a 5-0 third 
set lead against the 90th-ranked 
Porwick bnt hit two opportune 
forehand service return winners 
at 5-4 to close oat the 90-minute 
match. 


“I was missing some dose ones 
in the third set and I said, ‘come 
on. You have a lot of confidence. 
Go for it.’ And it worked.” Basu- 
ki said. 

No. 11-seeded Mary Pierce of 
France defeated Patricia Tarabini 
6-2. 4-6, 64). 

The 16-year-old Pierce domin- 
ated the first set with powerful 
forehands, hitting winners down 
the line. In the second set. Pierce 
led the 23-year-old Tarabini 4-1 
when Tarabini won five straight 
games, breaking Pierce in the 
seventh and ninth games. 

The third set lasted only 23 
minutes as Pierce honed her shot 
placement and aggressively 
sought every shot. She returned 
powerful backhands, forehands 
and overhead smashes to domin- 
ate Tarabini. 


McEnroe beats Pearce; Bryan upsets 
Jarryd at U.S. Hardcourt Tournament 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Pat- 
rick McEnroe has grown accus- 
tomed to the questions and the 
answers come easy for John 
McEnroe's younger brother. 

Patrick, 25, has seen his 
brother climb to the No. 1 world 
ranking while winning four U.S. 
open and three Wimbledon ti- 
tles. He’s also seen the temper 
tantrums and struggles the veter- 
an is having as a 32-year-o!d. 

“I’m not expecting to take 
John's place. I just do what I do 
regardless of what happens with 
John,” the younger McEnroe 
said Monday after his 7-5, 6-1 
victory over Brad Pearce in die 
opening round of the U.S. Hard- 
courts Tournament. 


“Comparisons are inevitable, 
but it’s not my goal to step in his 
shoes or replace him,” said the 
younger McEnroe, whose 
brother won the hardoourts here 
in 1989 after losing to Boris Beck- 
er in the 1988 tide match. 

McEnroe, seeded 12th here, is 
currently ranked no. 35-20, posi- 
tions behind his brother. 

“Our styles are also different,” 
said McEnroe, who. unlike his 
brother, is a right-hander. “I do 
my own thing and don’t worry 
about John." 

Always known as a consistent 
doubles player, the younger 
McEnroe has climbed steadily 
after finishing 1990 ranked No. 


HO in singles. He readied the 
semifinals of a Grand Siam event 
for the first time in Australia, and 
in March lost to his brother in an 
emotional championship match in 
Chicago. 

McEnroe moved into a second- 
round match against Italian Stefa- 
no Pesoosolido, who beat Ride 
Leach on Monday 6-3, 6-3. 

“Australia really helped to im- 
prove my confidence,” McEnroe 
said. “It’s time for me to push 
and do better on a consistent 
basis.” 

In the big upset of the opening 
day, wild-card entry Steve Bryan 
ouked lltb-secded Anders Jar- 
ryd of Sweden 7-6, (7-3), 6-1. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY AUGUST 14, li 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Fot 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Take the other end of the 


some time oat now to show yoa do 
value the good will of influential 
men, both conventional and New 
Age in concept that are closely tied 
to your everyday activity. Develop 
your designs. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
This is die day to buikl up the ego 
of those about you for most every- 
one is' every bit as fearful as yoo 
that conditions are not right- 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can lose the good will of one 
whom you are very fond unless you 
stop being so self-absorbed at the 
moment and show real concern for 
the persons welfare. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Your detire to state you own views 
only too dearly and difuutely now 
can certainly cause much con- 
troversy that you can easily live 
without. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This is your day to show 
usual contacts that you are aware 
of their problems rather trying to 
push your own and get what you 
want so determinedly. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Take 
some time out to snow you can 
build a new material well-being for 
yourself by loping off unnecessary 
expenses and showing do value an 
experts opinion. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) That personal wish that means 
so much to you may seem way at 


nevertheless maintain a 
optimism. 

LIBRA: (September 23 tc 
22) Forget working those 
get one of whom you are 
to do what you want 
essential you arc notab: 
other peoples concerns. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 1* 
ber 21) You certainly a 

good friend unless you st 

interest in what he/febe dt 
less preoccupation with : 
hopes and wishes. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Novem 
December 21) You can 
good will and active backi 
who is in high office ante 
make a special point to 
their rales. 

CAPRICORN: (Decemb 
January 20) Whatever t 
you have or changes yot 
make forget about them 
do what is required and 
ran make them much If 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
ary 19) Attend strictly to 
you have agreed to do a 
that tendency to be so x. 
able ami eccentric! by o 
pies viewpoint. 

PISCES: (February 20 i 
20) If you have any kind 
skms pending with partn 
pone and get them, in ba 
now or you And they tatt 
■give you much troubles. 


Your birth stone — Success 


Wtxttf RasourMs- Da*an & Co Inc. 
Jewelers- Gems 


Amman- n*j D» Janeiro 
Amman- Amra Hon*- 6m. circle 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Ba 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GU 
by Hand Arnold and-8ob 


Unscramble those four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 




Now arrange the circled tetter 
form the surprise answer, as : 
posted by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: ^ u 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tome 

Jumbles: STUNG ABIDE COUPLE TOWARD 

Answer A short "cutting" remark may be express* 
these — "BLU nt” WORDS 


THE Daily Crossword byc. F . Mu ^, 


Mutt'll’ Jeff 


ACROSS 
1 Ban wear 
5 Cruise 

9 — Boo the Luce 

14 Brainstorm 

15 River through 
Dresden 

IS Circles of light 
17 Nincompoop 

19 Pile up 

20 Whole 

21 Deal out 
23 Carry on 

25 "A friend 
in — Is 

26 Alluvial deposit.- 
abbr. 

29 Bridal wear 
3i Composed of 
more than one 
35 Figure of 
speech 

37 Theda ol the 
enema 

39 Yield 

40 Jason’s ship 

41 Polite 

42 Fastening 

43 Easy victory 

44 — deck (cool) 

45 Houston player 

46 Pass 

48 Table grpup 

50 Capnol HHi 
person: abbr. 

51 Voice votes 
53 American 

Beauty 
55 Ghostly 
59 Interact 

63 Trial TV show 

64 Paint the town 

66 TV sitcom 

67 Sherbets 

68 Indian 
-69 Quench 

70 vegetable 

71 Loch — 




C1 S > nT.T‘S*_ Mw * a a*"*™ Inc. 
M ncpns RMenaa 


7 Footnote abbr. 

8 Russ, dictator 

9 Piece for 
vespers 

10 Some political 
incumbents 

1 1 Thlcke or MOne 

12 Diana or Betsy 

13 Existence 
fB Dauntless 
22 Flower pan 
24 Leg bone 

26 Gape 

27 Flynn of old 
films 

28 Rigid point of 
view 

30 Linda of 66A 

32 Leases 

33 Venerate 

34 Make known 
38 Horselaathens! 
38 CotScU 

41 Obvious 
45 Confused 
47 Long love seat 
491 Most tender 


Yesterday's Puzzle Soli 


nnon nn 
rannnn nn 
unnnra m 
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pKi 

LtHUFI npn 


60 Bern's 

61 Speaks 
- bssebs 
82 Strains 
_ 9« by 
te Letter 
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Financial 

- ML j 

Markets; •*? «-»««*•» with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

°-5' 1 Iwnnatlowil Markets 


Currency 


Sterfing Pound' . 



tor 

Cto» 

** imimi 

Tokyo 

Ocx 

n ~ r 13 /s/ mi 

\.mtb 

i.&m 

1.7246 

1.7255 


Preach Franc 


Japanese Yea 


European Corren* Unit 




French Franc 


Japanese. Yen 


European Currency Cnil 


1 MTH ! 

| 3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 



S.61 

5.*/ 1 

I 6.i : 

1 0.81 

1 0.61 ! 

■Zl 


9 .12 

9.3J 

i i 


9.5 0 

7.6S 

Jj QQ 

■if 

7. Si 

9.37 

9 .56 



ifSHEQI 


5.17 

•i.Dt 

ni 

w.co I 



tMCTtwrafi tad rMn fur 


PnchiD Metals 


on ntT^dmi- 1 S CMljrs I.SQU.UfiOoi equihBlcav 


Metal 

L’SJVOx 

Gold 

357.65 


Date: IfrS.IW 


t'KD'Oz JO lim 


0.75 I Silver 


Cent ral Bank of Jordan Exchange Race Bulletin 

Dace: I3:#''W 3 I 



Svredi5h Krona 


Italian Lira' 1 


Belgian Franc 


Other Car wndM 


n -i. 1*1 



CAB Indices for Amman Financial Market 


Index 

lo/i/mi CW 

ff.V/199/ lime 

AU-Share 

10S.42 

WS. 74 

Banking Sector 

i K.16 

102.64 

1 

I1S. 74 

116.62 

| Industry Sector 

114.79 

1J4.95 

ESEE59B1 

127.0C 

126. 97 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


Sterling 1.6 945/55 

U.S. dollar 1.1450/55 

1.7270/S0 
1.9420/30 
1.5090/97 
35.58/62 
5.8630/80 
1294/1295 
136.60/70 
6.2750/2800 
6.7500/50 
6.6800/50 

ounce of gold 357.00/357.50 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Dentschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 
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Saudi 1990 
exports 
increase 
by 56% 

NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia’s 
1990 exports rose by 56.5 per cent 
to 166.34 billion rivals ($44.36 
billion), official figures released 
Tuesday show. 

The Saudi Press Agency fSPA) 
said the kingdom's imports dur- 
ing the same period increased by 
13.8 peT cent to 90.14 billion 
riyals ($24.04 billion). 

Foreign goods reexported from 
Saudi Arabia represented 1.5 per 
cent of the export total, standing 
| at 2.41 billion riyals ($643 mil- 
lion). 

Exports of chemical and plastic 
products accounted for 5.7 per 
cent of the total at 9.5 billion 
riyals ($2.53 billion), minerals 

I. 54 billion riyals ($409. million), 
and agricultural products 835 mil- 
lion riyals ($222 million), SPA 
said. 

Saudi exports to Arab League 
members increased by 108 per 
cent, to non-Arab Islamic states 
by 85 per cent, to North America 
by 49 per cent, to Latin America 
by 124 per cent, to western 
Europe by 35 per cent and to 
eastern Europe by 266 per cent. 

Food imports amounted to 
12.62 billion riyals ($3.36 billion), 
electrical goods 14.78 billion 
riyals ($3.94 billion), cars and 
spare parts 7.96 billion riyals 
($2.12 billion) and gold and 
jewellery 6.21 billion riyals ($1 .66 
billion). 

The United States accounted 
for 16.7 per cent of the kingdom's 
imports and 24 per cent of its 
exports. 

Japan came next with 15.3 per 
cent of imports and 19 per cent of 
exports, followed by Britain with 

II. 3 per cent of imports and 1.6 
per cent of exports. 


TAIB reports 
slight drop 
in net profit 


EC predicts world 
1991 economic growth 
slowing to 1.5% 


Iranian foreign exchange 
reserves reach $16 billion 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Commission predicted 
Monday that world economic 
growth, excluding eastern 
Europe and the Soviet Union, 
would slow to 1.5 per cent in 1991 
from 2-4 per cent last year. 

But the European Commun- 
ity's (EC's) executive said the 
global economy was likely to turn 
around later this year. li forecast 
that growth in world gross domes- 
tic product (GDP) would recover 
to 2.8 per cent in 1992. 

“On the whole the chances of a 
progressive recovery of the world 
economy are positive,’' the com- 
mission said in one of its periodic 
reports on economic develop- 
ment. 

“The first signs of recovery in 
the industrialised economies now 
in recession are becoming evi- 


dent,” it noted. 

It was the first commission 
forecast this year of world GDP. 
The figures do not take into 
account a projected five to 15 per 
cent fall in output this year in 
central and eastern Europe or a 
worsening of the economy of the 
Soviet Union. 

The commission predicted that 
economic activity would pick up 
to some extent in eastern Europe 
during 1992, although it did not 
give figures. But it was more 
pessimistic about the Soviet Un- 
ion. 

“In the absence of dear and 
credible prospects of major 
structural reforms, the risk is that 
the Soviet Union’s economic dif- 
ficulties will go on getting 
worse,” it said. 


Record stocks likely to 
rise further on London 
Metal Exchange 


MANAMA. Bahrain (R) — 
Trans-Arabian Investment Bank 
E.C (TAIB). a Bahrain-based 
bank, has said its 1990 net profit 
declined slightly to S4.87 million 
from $5.07 million the previous 
year. 

TAIB said in an annual report 
its 1990 operating income slipped 
to $11.6 million from $12 million 
in 1989. Its expense? fell to £3.9 
million from S4.6 million during 
the same period. 

Like other banks in the area, 
TAIB saw its assets drop sharply 
as business confidence wavered 
immediately after Iraq’s last year 
invasion of Kuwait. 


LONDON (R) — Metal stocks 
on the London Metal Exchange 
(LME) may be poised to rise 
further after hitting a record high 
of 1 ,057,223 tonnes Friday, trade 
sources say. 

"There is no glamorous reason 
for stocks to be so high,” said an 
LME spokesman. “Consumers 
are not picking up metal and the 
producers are still producing it. 
We are in a recession.” 

A rise of over 35.000 tonnes in 
stocks of copper, tin. lead, zinc, 
aluminium and nickel took the 
total past the previous high of 
1.039,747 tonnes set in October 
1983 at the trough of the previous 
and much deeper world reces- 
sion. 

Industry analysts say metal 
stocks are a delayed indicator of 
the economic fortunes of indus- 
trialised countries and significant 
stock cuts may not be seen until 
well into 1992. despite the recov- 
ery now under way in key West- 
ern economies. 

But Robin Bhar, analyst with 
brokers Carr, Kitcat and Aitken, 
.said he would be happy to see 
'metal stocks even higher than 
current levels because of a radical 
change in the structure of the 
world market since the previous 
recession. 

He said supply and demand 
were much more finely balanced 
than in the early 1980s when 
there was huge overcapacity in 
metal production. 

World copper stocks currently 
represent about five weeks of 
consumption, compared with 13 


By Reuters 

TOKYO — Stocks seesawed through the day. The Nikkei average 
closed 113.67 points lower at 22,872.00. 

SYDNEY — Shares fell sharply for the second day as data pointed 
to a protracted trough in the recession and hopes for a quick 
rates cut were dashed. The All Ordinaries Index closed at a 
three- week low of 1553.9, down 11.7. 

HONG KONG — Shares consolidate in quiet trade after 
Monday's record high. The Hang Seng Index shed 17.44 points to 
4.052.70. 

SINGAPORE — Sentiment was hit by Overseas Union Bank’s 18 
per cent drop in interim profit. The Straits Times Industrial Index 
lost 15.87 to 1,424.21. 

BOMBAY — The Bombay Stock Exchange Index toadied an 
all-time high of 1,705.78 and dosed at 1,687.24, up 23.18 points. 

FRANKFURT — Speculation that an expected Bundesbank rate 
increase will be seen as positive by the market incited foreign 
investors to buy German shares. The Dax Index ended 18.66 
points higheT at 1,644.72. 

ZURICH — Stubbornly high Swiss interest rates kept investors on 
the sidelines and volume low. The SPI Index dosed one point 
higher at 1,121.9. 

PARIS — Investors shrugged off worries about German interest 
rates and pushed the CAC-40 index through resistance at 1 ,800 to 
end 28.46 points higher at 1,808.84. 
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weeks in 1983. said Nick Moore, 
analyst with Ord Minnett Mining 
Research. 

Aluminium stocks would cover 
around nine weeks of consump- 
tion, compared with II in 1983 
and 17.6 weeks in 1982. 

The change is due to higher 
consumption than a decade ago 
and a move by major users such 
as the vehicle industry to carrying 
minimum stocks, he said. 

The relative shallowness of the 
current recession will also speed a 
recovery in metal markets. Mr. 
Bbar added. 

He said the U.S. economy did 
not have as great an influence on 
world metal markets as previous- 
ly — accounting for 30 and 25 per 
cent, respectively, of aluminium 
and copper consumption in 1991, 
down from about 41 and 28 per 
cent in the mid-1970s. 

This meant that the 1990/91 
slump had proportionally less im- 
pact on demand, with newly in- 
dustrialising countries more than 
quadrupling their base metal con- 
sumption (hiring the 1980s. 

Taken together these factors 
mean metal markets should see a 
gradual recovery from the pre- 
sent recession, Mr. Bhar said. 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran said Mon- 
day its gold and foreign exchange 
reserves had risen by 63 pier cent 
to S16 billion in the year ending 
March 20. 

Central bank governor, 
Mohammad Hossein Adeli, 
quoted by the official Iranian 
news agency IRNA, said the re- 
serves had reached 1,112.5 billion 
riyals from 6SG.0 billion. A dollar 
was officially worth 69.7 riyals 
Monday. 

In an upbeat report on Iran’s 
economic performance, the cen- 
tral bank also said oil revenue 
rose 45 per cent during the year, 
imports jumped 71 per cent, the 
budget deficit was cut by half and 
inflation fell to a single digit rate. 

Tehran Radio quoted the re- 
port as saying promoting produc- 
tion was the main plank of the 
government policy during the 
year, the first full year since 
President Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani’s economic reforms were 
implemented. 

Mr. Adeli said the govern- 
ment. gradually lifting import and 
price controls imposed during the 
1980-88 war with Iraq, had stimu- 
lated output, especially in 
machine tools, metals and che- 
mical products. 

Iran pumped an average 3.1 
million barrels per day (b/d) of 
etude oil and exported 2.2 million 


b/d during the year, he said. 

It sold the oil at the average 
price of S20 a barrel, up from 
S16.70 the year before, largely as 
a result of the squeeze on supplies 
caused by- Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait. 

This works out a total oil ex- 
port revenue of S16.06 billion, 
compared to Sll billion in the 
previous year when production 
stood at 2.9 million b/d and ex- 
ports at 1.8 million. 

The report said non-oil exports 
earned Iran another $1.4 billion, 
up from SI billion. 

But imports shot up 71 per cent 
to $21.9 billion, near the level in 
1983-84 which was Iran's record 
import year since the 1979 Islamic 
revolution. 

Neither Mr. Adeli nor the re- 
port explained how Iran in- 
creased its reserves during a year 
in which imports exceeded ex- 
ports by some S4.5 billion 

Mr. Adeli said government re- 
venue, boosted by higher oil re- 
venue and a 42.7 per cent rise in 
■ tax receipts, rose 77.4 per cent to 
5.63 trillion riyals. 

Most of the increase, however, 
was due to government sale of 
dollars to importers at a new 
floating rate close to the black 
market rate which is about 20 
times the official parity. 

The policy, vigorously followed 


under President Rafsanjani, amounts 
to a devaluation of the riyal whose 
official value was kept artificially 
high in the high-defirit war years. 

With three different sets of 
exchange rates affecting the gov- 
ernment accounts, it is impossible 
to put a precise dollar figure on 
government revenue. 

Mr. Adeli said government ex- 
penditure rose 64 per cent to 6.31 
trillion riyals. 

This left a deficit of 675 billion 
riyals, about half the previous 
year’s figure and much lower than 
the level envisaged in the five- 
year programme to March 1994. 

The Tehran stock exchange 
registered a six-fold increase in 
share trading to 65 billion riyals, 
Mr. Adeli said. 

The inflation rate dropped to 
nine per cent from 17.4 per cent 
in the previous year, Mr. Adeli 
said, below the 10 per cent profit 
paid on bank deposits under 
Iran’s Islamic banking laws. 

Total bank deposits, mostly 
long-rerm savings, increased by a 
quarter to 18.85 trillion riyals, he 
added. 

Despite the official inflation 
figures, newspapers are full of 
complaints about soaring prices 
as the government cuts subsidies 
of an increasing number of goods 
and services to reduce the budget 

deficit. 


Two big American banks 
announce $4b merger plan 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Two 
U.S. banks are planning the big- 
gest merger in the histroy of the 
now-troubled U.S. banking in- 
dustry. a S4 billion deal designed 
partly to help make American 
barks better able to compete 
globally. 

The planned takeover by 
Bankamerica of California rival 
Security Pacific, announced Mon- 
day, will create the second-largest 
U.S. bank. The deal is subject to 
approval by regulators and stock- 
holders. 

The merger is the third com- 
bining U.S. banking giants in less 
than a month as the industry 
consolidates in the face of losses 
stemming from the recession, bad 
loans from a soured real estate 
market and growing global com- 


petition. 

The proposed stock swap will 
ensure Bankamerica 's position as 
the second-biggest U.S. bank. It 
is the third time in a month that 
two U.S. bank giants have 
announced plans to merge. 

“We intend to build on the 
strengths of both institutions to 
create a highly profitable new 
banking enterprise that will be- 
come pre-eminent in the United 
States and even better petitioned 
on a global basis," said Bank- 
america chairman and chief ex- 
ecutive officer Richard Rosen- 
berg, who will retain his titles. 

“But size isn’t the measure of 
success,” be added, noting that 
the merger is “part of the process 
necessary to make U.S. banks 
more competitive in the world 


again. 

The wave of giant banks mer- 
gers are coming at a time when 
President George Bush is press- 
ing Congress for bank reforms. 
The administration says they are 
essential to let banks diversify so 
they can improve their profitabil- 
ity and compete against Euro- 
pean and Japanese banks. 

San Francisco-based Bank- 
america said the purchase, 
approved Sunday by directors of 
both companies, would give it a 
total of about $190 billion in 
assets and equity capital of about 
$12 billion. 

With $84.7 billion in assets last 
year. Los Angeles' Security Paci- 
fic ranked as California’s ’second 
largest bank and the fifth- biggest 
in the United States. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, one sitting room, dining room, living 
room, three bathrooms and telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani 

Call tel.: 666880 between 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 

LUXURIOUS FURNISHED VILLA 

FOR RENT OR SALE 

Area 350 square metres +110 square metres for the basement 
Location: Western Jubeiha. Consists of 4 bedrooms, study, 
equipped kitchen, garage and maid room. 

Characteristics: The villa is surrounded with orchards and' 
parking lots. 

Please call the owner directly at tel. no. 688721 or 835327. 


C.D. CAR FOR SALE 
Philippine Embassy 

Mazda 929, 86 model, 73.237 km., colour: dark grey, 
radio cassette, central lock doors and air-conditioned. 
Last price: $4,000 

Any Interested ceil tel. no. 645161 or 643421 


FLATS FOR RENT 

1. A flat of 2 bedrooms and utilities 

2. A ground floor flat of 3 bedrooms and utilities plus a 
garden. 

The two flats have all the services. 

Location: Jabal Hussein, behind Al Muasher Hospital. 

Call tel.: 660585 Amman from 5 to 8 p.m. for two days. 


EMBASSY OF INDIA AMMAN 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

To mark the Independence Day of India, a flag 
hoisting ceremony will take place on Thursday, 
August 15, 1991 at 10:00 a.m. at the Embassy of 
India, First Circle, Jabal Amman. All Indians are 
cordially invited to attend the ceremony. 


WANTED 

Flat, one or two bedrooms. Between First and Fourth 
Circles. Preferably unfurnished. 

Contact tel.: 849449 after 6:00 p.m. 


DOC FOR SALE 

German Shepherd dog. Colour black and brown. Age 
8mth., male. Training in U.S.A. 

For more information call tel.: 687109 from 10ajn.— 5 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL ELECTRONICS COMPANY 
LOOKING FOR EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

☆ Fluent English 

☆ Fluent at P.C. computer 

☆ Self driving 

ft More than 5 years experience 

Please send C.V. to P.O.Box 950569, 
Amman / Jordan 




tnertcan i^ovnwiuviily. 
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The American Community School announces a new programme 
for 4 and 5 year olds for the 1991-92 school year. The new K-1 
and K-2 class will provide a developmental programme with 
appropriate learning activities for each age group. The emph- 
asis will be on presenting creative lessons designed to allow the 
pre-school and kindergarten age child to develop socially, 
physically, emotionally and academically in a positive environ- 
ment. 

Classes will be five days per week from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. A 
reduced tuition and capital assessment rale will apply. Bus 
transportation is available for an additional tee. 

Please contact ACS (813944-8) for additional information. 


ADVERTISEMENT No. 70/91 

INFORMATION SYSTEMS OFFICER REQUIRED 

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East Headquarters Branch, Biader 
Wadi Seer, requires an Information Systems Officer. 
Duties and responsibilities: Controls and monitors 
the operation and performance of computer hardware and 
software. 

Provides assistance and support in selection, analysis, 
design and implementation of suitable software applica- 
tions. Provides on-the-job computer training staff and 
prepares training materials. 

Prepares annual budget concerning computer require- 
ments. 

Qualifications: Degree in Computer Science plus for- 
mal training in data processing. 

Minimum five years experience in data processing includ- 
ing thrdte within a large mini-computer environment. 
Two years experience necessary in the preparation and 
presentation of data processing training materials. 
Good knowledge of written and spoken English. 
Applications: interested candidates are invited to sub- 
mit a detailed U.N. Personal History Form, available at 
UNRWA Offices in Jordan, showing current qualifications 
and experiences, not later than 19 August, 1991 to: 

Head of Administration, UHB (A) AVN-A/3/01 
UNRWA Headquarters Branch (Amman) 
P.O.Box 484 — Amman, Jordan 

N.B. First priority in appointment will be given to folly 
qualified staff members; second priority to fully 
qualified external Palestinians. 
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Prance proposes U.N. meeting, 
EC initiative on Yugoslavia 


— France has prop- 
a United Nations Security 
^ouncU meeting and asked the 
European Community (EC) to 
grange for political talks among 
Yugoslavia’s feuding republics, 
French diplomatic sources said 
"The sources said Foreign 
"'roister Roland Dumas discus- 
se< * a possible Security Council 
meeting with U.N. Secretary- 
general Javier Perea de Cuellar in 
Geneva Monday. 

The U.N. chief had not re- 
jected the idea and said the world 
body’s charter could offer some 
.ways of tackling the Yugoslav 
crisis, they said. 

They said Mr. Dumas had writ- 
ten to Dutch Foreign Minister 
Hans Van Den Broek, current 
president of the EC Council of 
Ministers, suggesting the EC re- 
sume contacts with Yugoslavia. 


Mr. Van Den Broek said Mon- 
day the EC might consider setting 
up an international conference on 
Yugoslavia if the warring factions 
there faD to agree to talk among 
themselves. 

Mr. Dumas wants the EC to 
offer to arrange a constitutional 
conference for the six Yugoslav 
republics, the sources said. 

Yugoslav leaders have told the 
Confcrene on Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe (CSCE) they 
would ask for EC help to open 
constitutional talks. 

The EC last week called for 
world efforts to restore peace in 
Yugoslavia after its peace mission 
between Serbs and Croats col- 
lapsed. An official ceasefire has 
since been declared in Croatia 
but bas been shaken by con- 
tinuing dashes. 

Yugoslavia's Serb-Croat con- 


flict in Croatia is spilling into the 
dries where Serbs who do not 
even identify with the fighting 
complain of harassment but have 
nowhere to run. 

“Every time I bave to show my 
documents I feel I am looked on 
with scorn and suspicion," said 
Mirjana, a young widow in the 
cosmopolitan Croatian capital 
Zagreb. She is a Croat but was 
married to a Serb. 

“I feel like divorcing my dead 
busband and taking back my 
maiden name,” she said. 

Zagreb's large Serbian minor- 
ity, many of them businessmen 
and intellectuals, say they are 
being blamed for ethnic dashes in 
rural parts of the republic, where 
Serbian guerrillas are trying to 
stop Croatia leaving Yugoslavia. 

Milan Djukic, president of the 
recently-founded Serbian Peo- 


Death toll keeps rising in S. Africa 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Six 
more people were killed over- 
night in South African townships, 
raising fears of fresh factional 
warfare, but police said Tuesday 
the scale of political unrest was 
dwindling. 

Police said the hacked and 
stabbed bodies of four men were 
found in Alexandra township 
north of Johannesburg over the 
past 24 hours. Ten people were 
killed Saturday and Sunday. 

Two more blacks were killed in 
fighting in the Natal province 
township of Naibini. 

Police and independent moni- 


tors say incidents of political un- 
rest dropped sharply recently, 
although the death toll from these 
incidents rose. 

They say 5,307 incidents of 
political unrest, resulting in 1,281 
deaths, were reported during the 
first seven months of the year. In 
the same period last year, there 
were 10.056 incidents and 980 
deaths. 

A spokesman for outgoing Law 
and Order Minister Adriaan Vlok 
said more readily available 
firearms such as automatic rifles 
were one cause of the rising death 
toll. 

The Independent Board of In- 


Kaifu ends China visit; 
arrives in Mongolia 


PEKING (AP) — - Japanese 
Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu ar- 
rived in Mongolia Tuesday, plan- 
ning to pledge economic aid to 
help the struggling landlocked 
nation adopt a market economy. 

Mr. Kaifu, who spent four days 
in China before travelling to the 
Mongolian capital of Ulan Bator, 
is to hold talks with Premier 
Dashiyn Byambasuren and meet 
President- Punsalmaagiin 
Ochirbat. 

Mr. Kaifu is the first Japanese 
leader to visit Mongolia. 

Prior to leaving Peking, Mr. 
Kaifu briefly met with Premier Li 
Peng at the Diaoyutai state guest- 
house. Mr. Kaifu was the first 
head of an industrial power to 
visit China since the bloody 
crackdown on the pro-democracy 
movement in June 1989. 

Chinese and Japanese officials 
said Mr. Kaifu's visit marked the 
return to normal relations be- 
tween the two countries, clearing 
the way for increased cooperation 
on global issues. 

Japan had joined Western 
democracies in imposing sanc- 
tions against China to protest the 
violence, but since last year has 
led efforts to end Peking’s isola- 
tion. 

The Japanese were particularly 
pleased with China's announce- 
ment that it would sign the nuc- 
lear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 
China was the last of the world's 


five declared nuclear powers to 
agree to terms of the 1968 treaty 
that limits transfer of nuclear 
materials. 

Mr. Li made the surprise 
announcement in talks with Mr. 
Kaifu during the Japanese lead- 
er's first day in Peking. 

Official Chinese media bave 
reported that China has agreed to 
let Mongolia ship its foreign tirade 
through the port of Tianjin on the 
east coast of China. 

The agreement is essential for 
Mongolia to develop the trade it 
needs with Japan and the West to 
cany out its switch from a cen- 
trally planned economy to a fnee- 
market one. 

Previously, Mongolian exports 
and imports went through the 
Soviet Union, adding weeks of 
transportation time and increas- 
ing costs. Most of Mongolia’s 
trade had been with the Soviet 
Union and East European allies. 

But after ousting their hardline 
Communist government last year 
and electing a multiparty govern- 
ment, Mongolia has turned to 
Japan, South Korea and Western 
countries for aid, trade and in- 
vestment. 

Mongolia has begun converting 
state-owned stores and factories 
to private operation and trying to 
develop a free- market economy. 
For many Mongolians, the coun- 
try’s economic adjustments have 
been painful. 


Tokyo bones thought to be 
remnants of war experiments 


TOKYO ( AP) — Dozens of frag- 
mented skulls and thigh bones 
unearthed at a Tokyo construc- 
tion site are kept locked at an 
undertaker’s storage. Mysterious- 
ly, the government just wants to 
dispose of the human remains, 
not identify them. 

Historians think they know the 
reason why: The bones were unc- 
overed where Japan's Military 
Medical School stood during 
World War II and could be the 
remains of prisoners who died in 
germ warfare experiments in 
northern China by the shadowy 

Unit 731. 

“Considering the cooperation 
between the Medical School and 
Unit 731, the bones are highly 
likely to be tbe remains of 
Chinese and Russian war prison- 
ers killed and shipped from China 
after the germ experiments,” said 
Ketichi Tsuneishi, a history pro- 
fessor at Kanagawa University. 

Japan bas been accused by 
Asian nations of playing down or 
denying atrocities committed by 
Japanese soldiers during World 
War H. The government has nev- 
er denied the existence of the 
unit, but has never publicly ack- 
nowledged the nature of the ex- 

P ^S s B tSnes of 35 bodies were 
dug up in July 1989 in the busy 
ghm iukn District, on the site 
X^Ttfae Health and Welfare 
vfinistry is building a new Nation- 
al Institute for Health. 

The Military Medical School 
fhat used to stand there is be- 
R~v«d to have worked as a con- 
nSlcentre of Unit 731. a secret 
JJ^St headed by Lt. Shiro 

in Harbin, China, the 


temple 

killers 


notorious unit injected war prios- 
ners with typhus, cholera and 
other diseases as part of its grisly 
research into germ warfare, histo- 
rians and ex-members of the unit 
say. 

It also reportedly induced gan- 
grene, performed human vivisec- : 
tions and froze prisoners to death 
in endurance tests. 

Prof. Tsuneishi and other re- 
searchers believe the Medical I 
School's Laboratory of Preven- 
tive Medicine was used to store 
documents and specimens from 
tbe unit's human victims. 

Police investigator Kenichi 
Eguchi told parliament earlier 
this year that the uncovered 
bones were of men and women 
who died at least 20 years ago. 
The remains were only checked 
to determine if they belonged to 
victims of violent crime, and he 
said no such evidence was found. 

The Health and Welfare Minis- 
try has twice refused requests 
from Shinjuku Ward to conduct 
tests to identify tbe remains by 
sex, age and race, said ward offi- 
cial Kcrichi Negishi. Three re- 
search institutions, including the 
National Science Museum, also 
bave refused. 

“We thought it was only 
appropriate for (the ministry) to 
investigate and react more 
seriously because the bones may 
be related to the unit,” Mr. 
Negishi said. 

"We have no obligation to in- 
vestigate just because we own tbe 
land,” explained ministry official 
Nobuhisa Inoue. “Police have 
already said there is no crime 
involved, ... so at this point, the 
bones should just be buried." 


BANGKOK (R) — Thailand has 
urged tbe United States to make 
a priority of finding tbe killers of 
six Buddhist monks and three 
other people in a Thai temple in 
Arizona, a government spokes- 
man said Tuesday. 

The massacre Saturday of six 
monks, an elderly nun and two 
novices at the Wat Protnkunaram 
Temple in Phoenix, Arizona has 
stunned Thailand, where monks 
are deeply revered, and cast a 
pall c'-er Monday's celebrations 
of Queen Siri kit’s birthday. 

The nine victims, most of them 
Thais, were shot execution-style 
in the back of the head or neck. 
Arizona police have found no 
motive for the slayings. 

“All Thais are saddened by this 
case,” Foreign Minister Arsa 
Sarasin told reporters after a re- 
ception at the Grand Palace Mon- 
day evening. 

Mr. Arsa has asked the U.S. 
embassy that special attention be 
given to solving the crime, which 
be called the worst violence 
against the Thai community in 
the United States. 

He said he would contact Ari- 
zona Republican Senator, John 
McCain, who has dose ties with 
South East Asia. 

Tbe massacre has dominated 
Thai newspapers, which specu- 
lated the killing were racially 
motivated. 

“This has shocked Buddhists 
the world over,” tbe leading 
Matichon newspaper said in an 
editorial Tuesday. 

“It is unbelievable that monks, 
the symbol of the Buddhism, can 
become victims of a cruel 
murder.” 

Tbe victims were sprayed with 
birdsbot and then shot in foe 
head or neck after being forced to 
lay down in an execution-style 
killing, a medical examiner said 
Monday. 

The method of the weekend 
killing raised fears among the 
5,00 0 Thais, Cambodians and 
Laotians and some religious lead- 
ers living in tbe area that the 
murders were the work of racists, 
possibly people who resented the 
influx of Asians. 

Authorities in Phoenix, a 
sprawling city of 1.5 million peo- 
ple, believe tbe killings occurred 
early Saturday and the Wat 
Protnkunaram Buddhist Temple, 
the second-biggest in the United 
States. 

Police said they did not yet 
know the motive but had ruled 
out robbery, retaliation or Asian 
gang activity. 

The dead, mostly from Thai- 
land, included a 16-year-old 
novice, Matthew Miller, and his 
71 -year-old grandmother, Foy 
Snpanpiaserf, the nun. 

Police said Monday that a wit- 
ness had seen a late-model Ford 
car with tinted windows leaving 
the temple early on Saturday 
morning. 

Dr. Heinz Karmtschmg, the 
local medical examiner, said four 
of the victims were hit by birdsbot 
blast 


pie's Party in Croatia, said many 
urban Serbs do not even identify 
directly with the guerrilla fighting 
— but they are suffering its re- 
sults. 

Mr. Djukic said urban Serbs 
were being sacked en masse from 
their jobs ot pressured into 
swearing oaths of allegiance to an 
independent Croatian state. 
Some Serb businesses had been 
attacked with bombs. 

One member of Croatia's par- 
liament demanded 10 Serbs be 
sacked for every policeman killed 
by Serbian guerrillas. 

More than 300 people have 
died in fighting in Croatia and 
neighbouring Slovenia since tbe 
two republics declared independ- 
ence on June 25. Most have died 
in Croatia, where members of a 
600,000-strong Serbian minority 
want to stay in Yugoslavia. 


quiry (IBI) and police said the 
nature of fatal incidents had also 
changed. 

Before, their spokesman said, 
the tendency had been for indi- 
vidual targets to be selected. Now 
organised groups were intent cm 
systematically eliminating rival 
groups. 

“It is no more a band of 100 
rioters causing death and des- 
truction, it is now five to 10 
people selecting their target care- 
folly. That is why we bave the 
death toll rising while the number 
of incidents themselves drop,” 
the EBI said. 
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Hungry Albanian 
Bari, Italy. 


refugees stretch out their hands while waiting for food 


Italy steps up food aid to Albania 


Pope John Pan! 

Pope 
begins 
visit to 
Poland 

KRAKOW, Poland (AP) — 
Pope John Paul n returned Tues- 
day to his former diocese to start 
a visit to his native Poland and 
Hungary to promote Roman 
Catholic valnes in the former 
Communist Bloc. 

The Pope arrived from Rome 
on a special Alitalia DC-9 flying 
the flags of the Vatican and Po- 
land for his second visit to his 
homeland in three months. He 
travels to Budapest Friday for the 
first visit ever by a Pope to 
Hungary. 

He was greeted by Preadent 
Lech Walesa, Polish Primate 
Jozef Glemp and other church 
and government leaders. The 
smiling pontiff seemed comfort- 
able among old friends as he 
extended personal greetings to 
each dignitary. 

Pope John Paul did not kiss the 
ground on arrival, as he tradi- 
tionally does, because the trip is 
considered an extension of his 
fourth pilgrimage, a nine-day, 12- 
dty tour in June. 

Thousands of people lined his 
route through historic Krakow, 
many waving Vatican flags or 
carrying balloons bearing the 
Pope’s image. 

Barbara Baron of Krakow held 
aloft her French poodle puppy for 
its first view of the pontiff — it 
was her fourth — and said, “it’s 
very important. This is our com- 
patriot.” 

“Because he is from Krakow, 
this is a magnificent experience 
for us.” added her friend, Maria 
Lesniewska, who brought her 
granddaughter. 

The focus of this visit is the 
sixth Vatican-sponsored World 
Youth Day, expected to draw 
hundreds of thousands of young 
Catholics to Czestochowa, site of 
the Black Madonna Icon and 
Poland’s holiest shrine. 


ROME (R) — Italy stepped up 
emergency food shipments to 
Albania Tuesday in an effort to 
prevent a new exodus of refugees 
after last week’s flood of asylum- 
seekers. 

Italian President Francesco 
Cossiga announced he would go 
to the Albanian capital Tirana 
later Tuesday to see for himself 
the situation in Europe's poorest 
country. 

Three Italian planes loaded 
with food were due to leave for 
Albania following a pledge by 
Foreign Minister Gianni de 
Michelis that Italy would cover its 
impoverished neighbour's basic 
food needs from September to 
November. 

Hie aim is to give Albania's 
agriculture time to recover from a 
collapse of the state farm system. 

In Bari, southern Italy, several 
hundred Albanians — the last of 
about 17,000 refugees who 
swamped Italian coastal towns 


last week — remained barricaded 
m a football stadium, refusing to 
go borne. 

Most of the refugees have been 
sent back to Albania and police 
said they did not plan to use force 
to deport those still in Italy. 

“We have asked the Albanians 
to provide a list of what they 
need," a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. The latest Ita- 
lian food aid is worth S85 million. 

Two Italian Air Force trans- 
port planes landed with the first 
supplies Monday as Mr. De 
Michelis flew in to Tirana where 
he made his statement on food 
aid. The Italian military will set 
up distribution centres. 

An Italian military mission was 
due in Tirana Tuesday to discuss 
the details and to work out how 
the Italian and Albanian navies 
should jointly patrol the Alba- 
nian coast to prevent any more 
refugees breaking out. Last 
week's exodus took place after 


desperate crowds stormed ships 
in Albanian harbours and forced 
them to sail across the Adriatic to 
Italy. 

This is the' first time since 
World War II that Western milit- 
ary forces will have been allowed 
into Albania, which remained a 
sealed dictatorship until it was 
caught up m the collapse of East 
European communism after 
1989. 

Mr. Cossiga is the first Italian 
head of state to visit Albania 
since the Italian army withdrew in 
1943 after its wartime occupation. 
Referring to the Italian invasions 
of Albania in 1914 and 1939, Mr. 
Cossiga said last week that they 
had given succour to the popular 
don. 

In Tirana, Mr. De Michelis 
stressed Italy was not seeking a 
return to its past role in Albania. 
“Albania is not our protectorate 
and we are not treating it like a 
younger brother," he said. 


IRA election worker killed in N. Ireland 


BELFAST (R) — A protestant 
gunman shot dead an election 
worker for the Irish Republican 
Army's (IRA) political wing in a 
village roadside ambush in North- 
ern Ireland. 

It was the fourth killing in the 
British province in a week, rais- 
ing fears that Northern Ireland 
could see another deadly round 
of “tit-for-tat” sectarian shootings. 
Belfast was also hit by a spate of 
Republican rioting. 

“These murders are designed 
to exacerbate tension. I appeal 
for calm,” Londonderry's Roman 
Catholic Bishop Edward Daly 
said after Patrick Sbanaghan, 33, 
was gunned down on his way to 
work in the Country Tyrone vil- 
lage of Killen. 


The Ulster Freedom Fighters, 
an outlawed group battling to 
keep Northern Ireland British, 
admitted responsibility for the 
killing in a statement to the 
media. — 

Sbanaghan. who survived a 
murder bid two years ago, died 
instantly when a gunman 
ambushed him, opening fire on 
his van which crashed into a 
ditch, police said. 

He was an election worker for 
Sinn Fein, political wing of the 
IRA which is fighting to oust 
Britain from Northern Ireland. 

Tbe IRA killed a Protestant 
election worker in Londonderry 
Friday when tension began 
mounting again in the province 


where almost 3,000 people have 
been killed in the past 22 years. 

In Belfast, police fired plastic 
bullets Monday to disperse a 
crowd of about 50 Irish Republi- 
can rioters who burled petrol 
bombs and bricks at them. No 
one was hurt. 

The violence followed a 
weekend rally marking the 10th 
anniversary of a hunger strike by 
10 IRA guerrillas who died in a 
vain bid to win political-priscnier 
status from Britain. 

Sinn Fein President Gerry 
Adams, raising a clenched fist at 
the rally, told 7,000 supporters: 
“We offer the British either the 
open palm of friendship or the 
clenched fist of resistance. It is up 
to them.” 


Laos assembly approves constitution 


VIENTIANE (R) — Tbe old- 
guard revolutionaries of Laos, 
meeting in the capital Tuesday to 
approve their first constitution in 
nearly 16 years of power, de- 
clared their destitute country had 
achieved a “magnificent victory”. 

The draft of the constitution 
presented to a three-day meeting 
of the People’s Supreme Assem- 
bly contained no reference to 
socialism, but confirmed the lead- 
ing role of the Lao People’s Re- 
volutionary Party, the country’s 
only legal political group since 
the 1975 Communist takrrover. 

After approving the constitu- 
tion, tbe parliament will appoint 
a new national president and 
prime minister, the current pre- 
mier and undisputed party chief, 
Kaysone Phomvibane, told re- 
porters. 

National elections will be held 
by tbe end of this year or the 
beginning of next, he said. 

Diplomats strongly expect the 


assembly to name Mr. Kaysone, a 
sprightly 71, the new national 
president His current portfolio 
would be taken by defence minis- 
ter and army chief. General 
Khamthay Siphandone. Other 
ministerial changes are antici- 
pated. 

It will be the most substantial 
shake-up yet of one of the world's 
most durable and secretive 
hierarchies and would follow the 
pattern of presidential leadership 
adopted by Vientiane's ailing 
ally, the Soviet Union, diplomats 
said. 

Last week leadership changes 
were announced in Vietnam, 
Laos’s neighbour and staunch 
Socialist mentor. 

Although the Lao presidency 
has been a largely ceremonial 
position, diplomats say Mr. 
Kaysone would reinforce rather 
than reduce his influence by tak- 
ing it. 

Mr. Kaysone, a veteran revolu- 


tionary who fought for decades 
from the jungle in the name of 
Indochinese Communism, said 
socialism remained a goal, but a 
distant one. 

“It depends on the people — 
and now tbe people want popular 
democracy," he said. 

Many ordinary people in Vien- 
tiane appeared indifferent to or 
unaware of the changes going in 
their name. 

“A constitution? That is gov- 
ernment business, it has nothing 
to do with me,” said one young 
man who did not want to give his 
name. 

Officials of government minis- 
tries were unable to name many 
of the politburo members at the 
assembly. 

Mr. Kaysone and Gen. Kham- 
thay, who is in his Late 60s, 
entered the capital's new parlia- 
ment building arm-in-arm and sat 
together during the opening 
speeches. 


Cuba might opt for multi-party politics if U.S. softened 


HAVANA (R) — Cuba might be 
prepared to open up its one-party 
Communist system to multi-party 
politics if the United States ended 
its long-standing hostility towards 
tbe island, tbe president of 
Cuba's parliament has said. 

But National Assembly Presi- 
dent Juan Escalona, who is also a 
memeber of the ruling Commun- 
ist Party's Central Committee, 
told a news conference in Havana 
this possibility would not be on 
the agenda at the party's fourth 
congress next Oct 10. 

‘‘At this time, when we are 
passing through one of our most 
difficult moments ever, we do not 
think it’s the right time to open 
up cracks in tbe structure we 
have,” be said. 

Is answer to a question, Gen. Esca- 
lona, who still holds the rank of 
army general and is a former 
justice minister, said he believed 
there was no philosophical reason 
why so cialism and mufti-party 
politics could not exist together. 

Asked when this might happen 
in Cuba, he replied: “Tbe day 
that the Americans see sense and 
become rational ... when we 


reach a different situation where 
the tensions, threats and aggres- 
sions diminish, maybe there 
might be tbe possibility of an 
opening.” 

“I don’t know if it will be in my 
generation,” be added. 

Gen. Escalona was the chief 
prosecutor in the 1989 trial for 
corruption of Cuba’s Angola war 
hero General Amaldo Ochoa, 
who was executed by firing squad 
along with three others. 

Tbe U.S. broke diplomatic re- 
lations with Cuba in early 1961, 
two years after the 1959 revolu- 
tion led by Fidel Castro. 

Since then, it has maintained a 
tight economic embargo against 
the island and is currently press- 
ing the Soviet Union hard to end 
all its military and economic aid 
to Havana. 

“We are fighting for tbe surviv- 
al of tbe revolution. It’s not a 
petty political battle between par- 
ties, it’s a philosophical fight for a 
way of life,” Gen. Escalona said. 

Cuban officials have argued 
fhat giving political space to dissi- 
dents ami opponents could fatally 
threaten Cuba's unity and inde- 


pendence in the face of persistent 
U.S. hostility. ' 

While ruling out for the time 
being the possibility of legalising 
other political parties, Gen. Esca- 
lona said the ruling Communist 
Party leadership recognised that 
other viewpoints existed among 
Cuba’s 10 million people. 

One way these were already 
beingacconimodated was in a prop- 
osal to change foe constitutional 
definition of tbe Cuban state 
from atheist to lay in character, 
so opening the way for religious 
believers to frilly participate in 
politics. 

Gen. Escalona added the party 
leadership was debating a num- 
ber of internal political and eco- 
nomic reforms within the 
framework of the existing one- 
party Communist system. 

These included reforms to the 
country’s system of elections to 
national, provincial and municip- 
al assemblies and to the period of 
tenure of assembly delegates. 

Another possibility under 
study was the creation of a pres- 
idency to be separate from the 


head of government. Mr. Castro 
currently holds both positions 
and tbe party leadership. 

Some party members had even 
sugg e sted introducing direct, sec- 
ret elections of deputies to the 
National Assembly. Deputies are 
currently elected by municipal 
assemblies. 

Gen. Escalona said he perso- 
nally believed direct assembly 
elections would be too complex 
and costly to organise. 

Asked whether foe leadership 
was considering privatising some 
small-scale businesses, such as 
plumbers or mechanics, he re- 
plied: “It's possible that might 
happen.” 

But be quickly added: “What 
we’U never do is go bach to 
capitalism or a market eco- 
nomy.” 

Gen. Escalona said the govern- 
ment was discreetly working with 
foreign investors to transform 
areas of the economy tike tour- 

SU S* “^^“lenting a food 
self-sufficiency plan. 

“We’re fighting for the com- 
plete economic independence of 
our country,” he added. 


Saudi prince in 
contempt of court, 
fined $100 a day 

ALEXANDRIA, U.S. (AP) — 
A federal judge ruled Saudi Ara- 
bian Prince Faisal Yazid Abdul- 
lah A1 Saud in contempt of court 
and imposed a $100 a-day fine for 
failing to explain why he hasn’t 
.reimbursed a businessman for 

$166,000 in flounced checks. A 
lawyer for Manassas businessman 
Chawfcy B. Jabali said the sum is 
a pittance for the prince but a 
financial catastrophe for his 
client, who fears he will be killed 

if he goes to the prince's palace in 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, to collect. 
“It’s a David-Goliath sort of 
thing,’’ Washington lawyer 
Joseph Drennan said. “These 
princes can do whatever they 
want. There bave been cases in 
the past where naive creditors 
have gone over there trying to 
collect debts and suffered the 
consequences.” The order by 
U.S. district court Judge T.S. 
Ellis called Prince Faisal’s failure 
to show up for a July 16 deposi- 
tion on the case “inexcusable” 
and noted that the court tried to 
reach him via fax machines, bis 
embassy and his post office box in 
Riyadh. The daily fines begin 
Tuesday and will continue until . 
the prince gives his deposition, 
the order said. The Saadi Ara- 
bian embassy and Saleem Sa- 
maan, tbe prince’s lawyer in Ply- 
mouth, Michigan, did not im- 
mediately return calls seeking 
comment. Jabali’s troubles began 
in 1985, when Prince Faisal re- 
cruited him to sell telecom- 
munications equipment and help 
him set up a mobile telephone 
company, Drennan said. The 
prince paid him with two checks 
totalling $166,000. The checks 
bounced, Drennan said.- “He 
worked over there for a year and 
a half and got paid with some bad 
paper,” he said. “The joke's on 
him." It was no small sum for 
Jabali, who now works for an 
insurance company in Arman- 
dale. “My client is not well off 
and has four children," he said. 
"It caused some considerable 
hardship.” Jabali sued the prince 
and in February 1990, won a 
punitive civil judgment of more 
rjtian $240,000 which included 
l^mbuisemeni and interest. 

$250,000 Bentley hits 
the road 

NEW YORK (R) — Americans 
who can afford to kick out a 
quarter of a million dollars for a 
car now have a bigger choice with 
foe entry of a new Bentley listed 
at $249,000. Bentley Motors, the, 
British maker of luxury cars that 
is owned by Rolls-Royce, intro- 
duced its latest model in foe 
United States, the first in more 
than 40 years that has not shared 
a body with Rolls. The Continen- 
tal R is a sleek, two-door, turbo- 
charged creation whose list price 
of $249,000 is exclusive of sales 
tax and dealer’s charges. Po- 
wered by a 6.75-litre V-8 engine, 
foe Continental R can go from 
zero to 60 raph in fewer than 
seven seconds. Killjoys in Bent- 
ley’s Engineering Department 
have added an electronic timiter 
to keep the car from speeding 
past 115 mph. It conies with a 
cellular telephone that stretches 
to the back scat, headlight 
washers, heated seats and “a con- 
cert hall quality audio system 
with compact disc player and 10 
speakers.” Air-conditioning is 
standard. Howard Mosher, presi- 
dent of Rolls-Royce Motors Inc, . 
said the car was “a logical exten- 
sion of our plan to develop the ' 
Bentley line to broaden our mar- 
ket beyond foe traditional Rolls- _ 
Royce buyer and to separate die 
two marques (brands).’’ Rolls- 
Royce bought Bentley in 198L ; 
Since the 1950s the two have been 
arfferem versions of each other. 

Rats d e| ay Air India: 
flights 

!S*? ELHI (AP) - Rats' ha wf 
delayed recent Air India flights, 
and the aviation minister hassaid 
foe state-owned air bine plans to 
eradicate them despite religious : 
““f™ 5 by some Hindus who.; 

rodeMs - Madhavrao 
Sc“foa told parliament that de- : 
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